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Rebalancing the Maritime Pivot to Asia 

-- Abhijit Singh 

When it appeared, prior to the recent deal with 
Russia, that the US might be preparing for military 
strikes against Syria, a chorus of voices emerged 
to prophesize that this latest Middle Eastern 
entanglement would have dire implications for the 
US maritime pivot to Asia. Speculation was rife 
that Washington may have indeed already begun 
the process of re-drawing its commitment to East 
Asia. Yet, chronic sceptics eager to write the 

pivot‘s obituary may be premature. The rebalancing may be at a crossroads, but 
there appears to be some innovative thinking at work to realign the fundamentals of 
the strategy to help Washington achieve its broader objectives. 

A New Rebalancing Strategy 

The redrawing of US pivot plans appears designed to help the US manoeuvre into a 
favourable position in East Asia, without compromising on its efforts to meet any 
challenges that might arise in the Middle East. From an operational perspective, the 
new maritime initiatives look to be a part of a tactical counter-balancing strategy, 
wherein an increased maritime presence in the Mediterranean is accompanied by a 
temporary reduction of the pivot-related operational tempo in parts of the Eastern 
Pacific, where the US Navy seems in a rather conciliatory mood vis-à-vis the 
People's Liberation Army Navy (PLA-N). 

Recent developments suggest a new maritime bonhomie is blossoming between the 
US and China. In a rare if not unprecedented development on September 6, three 
PLA-N ships visited Hawaii for operational exercises with the US Navy. The three 
Chinese naval ships – Qingdao, a Luhu-class destroyer; Linyi, a Jiangkai-class 
frigate; and Hongzehu, a Fuqing-class fleet oiler – carried out coordinated exercises 
with the American guided missile cruiser, USS Lake Erie, off the Hawaii coast, 
signalling a growing amenability for operational interaction between the two navies. 

To add to the joint-operational endeavours, Wu Shengli, Commander-in-Chief of the 
Chinese People's Liberation Army Navy, was invited to visit the US Significantly, this 
was only three weeks after China's new Minister of Defence Chang Wanquan toured 
both the Pacific Command in Hawaii and the Northern Command in Colorado. In 
discussions with his American counterpart, Chuck Hagel, Chang is supposed to have 
discussed several endeavours that the United States and China will undertake to 
strengthen their maritime relationship. 

These interactions are not one-off events. Rather, they are of a piece with an 
evolving pattern of close maritime engagement between China and the US Just 
several weeks ago, a US naval ship carried out anti-piracy drills with units of the 
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PLA-N in the Gulf of Aden. Reportedly, the USS Mason, a guided missile cruiser, 
teamed up with PLA-N destroyer Harbin and Chinese auxiliary replenishment oiler 
Weishanhu to conduct a series of evolutions of an operational nature, including 
combined visit, board, search and seizure (VBSS) operations, live-fire drills and 
cross-deck landings. 

While the US Navy portrays the recent engagements with the PLA-N as a move 
towards improving strategic ―trust and transparency,‖ aimed at avoiding any 
miscalculation in the Pacific, the Chinese Navy – despite a general wariness about 
the US rebalance – has been enthusiastic in embracing the theme. Not only is the 
PLA-N willing to cooperate in the maritime domain, it has also indicated its keenness 
to attend the US Navy-sponsored RIMPAC (Rim of the Pacific) exercises in 2014 at 
Hawaii. Indeed, the geniality on display between the USN and PLA-N has surprised 
maritime analysts who, until a few months ago, were evaluating scenarios with the 
two navies in an ―eyeball-to-eyeball‖ confrontation in the Pacific. 

A Tailored Accommodation 

What‘s visible from a distance, however, may only be half the story. Look closer, and 
the outlines of a new strategic template seem to be emerging. The US and China 
appear to have come to an unstated agreement that in dealing with each other in the 
maritime domain, they will follow a principle of tailored ―strategic accommodation‖ – a 
qualified form of cooperation that holds good only in areas where the two nations do 
not have conflicting strategic interests, and where it would augur well for both to 
combine resources and assets. The increased operational convergence between the 
USN and PLA-N in the Eastern Pacific and Indian Ocean appears to follow that tacit 
understanding. It recalls an interesting point James Holmes made recently, wherein 
he noted how big maritime powers sometimes chose to cooperate in areas that 
aren‘t mutually contested. The new emerging US-China maritime cooperation seems 
to follow that doctrine of "no peace beyond the line" – the most notable example of 
which, as Holmes points out, was the famed European maritime rivalry during the 
renaissance period. 

The more significant part of the new emerging dynamic in East Asia is the implicit 
acknowledgement of zones where the US and China will not cooperate. These are 
the contested spaces of the western and Eastern Pacific – core areas of strategic 
interests and influence for both China and US allies. In keeping with the new plan, 
the US Navy is ramping up its presence in the Western Pacific. While Washington 
has been increasing its security, economic and diplomatic collaboration with 
Southeast Asia, the thrust of its efforts appears aimed at improving maritime 
relationships in the region. The most interesting aspect of the reworked strategy is 
the rebalance within Asia. The US Navy‘s first order of business is to draw resources 
and materiel into its primary area of interest, the Western Pacific. The idea, 
apparently, is to undertake a redistribution of assets within the Asia-Pacific, both by 
stationing more American ships and troops, and by mobilising greater regional 
support in terms of resource commitments and basing arrangements. 

The plan to rope Southeast Asian nations into sustaining US-led maritime security 
endeavours in the region is led by substantial offers of greater financial support. In a 
visit to Kuala Lumpur recently, Chuck Hagel, the US defence secretary proposed a 
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potential 50% increase in Pentagon funding to support foreign militaries and training 
in Southeast Asia. The offer of greater military expertise and weapons sales to 
ASEAN countries is a material incentive for regional countries to share a greater 
burden in regional maritime security efforts. 

New Basing Facilities 

More important for the success of the pivot are basing arrangements for US troops 
and naval assets. After reaffirming its commitment to the 1951 Mutual Defence 
Treaty with the Philippines, Washington has been deep in discussion with Manila for 
long-term military bases in the country, apparently pushing for a 20-year basing 
agreement. The Philippines already has plans to relocate major air force and navy 
camps to Subic Bay – a former US naval base – to gain faster access to the 
contested waters of the South China Sea. While Manila is still said to be considering 
the legal implications of granting the US access to Subic Bay, it is already being 
spoken of as a done deal. 

What brightens the prospects of the American proposal is the nature of access being 
sought. Wise from the difficult experience of running long-term bases in South Korea 
and Japan, the US is looking for access only on a ―semi-permanent‖ rotational basis 
(rather than a full-fledged military base) – an arrangement imminently more 
acceptable to the Philippines. Meanwhile, Japan has been contributing 
wholeheartedly towards reviving the pivot‘s sagging fortunes. In a visit to Manila last 
month, Prime Minster Shinzo Abe offered ten Coast Guard ships to Philippines – a 
move seemingly intended at countering Chinese aggressive posturing in the region. 
Japan has been active in coordinating its position on "territorial issues and ocean 
policies" with other regional countries too, including Vietnam and Thailand, where the 
Japanese Defence Minister is presently on a five-day tour, discussing cooperation on 
maritime security. 

The long-term US plan is to get ASEAN nations to collectively apply pressure on 
China to sign up to a code-of-conduct in the South China Sea, although Beijing has 
so far held out. If the pivot is to succeed, Washington realises it will need a sustained 
US military maritime presence in Southeast Asia. The new refurbished rebalancing 
strategy is aimed at doing just that, and making sure American security assurances 
against growing Chinese power are not diluted. But the US will need to be careful not 
to openly bait China, whose cooperation may prove crucial in resolving future crises 
that may emerge in the Middle East or elsewhere. 

The pivot was always in danger of being buffeted by the vagaries of an unstable 
international order. So it is perhaps just as well that it is being finessed to achieve 
pragmatic and practical ends. Flexibility being the hallmark of supple diplomacy, the 
new pivot may ultimately turn out to be more of a political and diplomatic balancing 
act than a strictly military manoeuvre. 

(Abhijit Singh is a research scholar at the Institute for Defence Studies and Analyses and 
looks at Maritime Security in the Indian Ocean. He is co-author of the book Indian Ocean 
Challenges – A Quest for Cooperative Solutions. He can be reached at 
abhijit.singh27@gmail.com) 

Source: The Diplomat, 17 September 
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Challenges to India‟s Indigenous Naval Build-up 

-- HARSH V. PANT 

Last month India became the fifth nation with the capability to indigenously design 
and build its own aircraft carrier. INS Vikrant, as the new carrier is called, was 
launched by the defence minister with great fanfare signalling India‘s coming of age 
as a global naval power. This launch followed the announcement that the reactor in 
India‘s first indigenously built nuclear-powered submarine (SSBN), INS Arihant, has 
gone critical, marking a turning point in New Delhi‘s attempt to establish a nuclear 
triad. But the celebrations came to an abrupt end when, two days after the launch of 
the aircraft carrier, INS Sindhurakshak, one of the 10 Kilo-class submarines that form 
the backbone of India‘s aging conventional submarine force, sank with 18 crew 
members after explosions at the naval dockyard in Mumbai. 

Together these developments underscored the giant strides that India has made as 
well as the challenges that India faces in its attempts to emerge as a credible global 
naval power. Under development for the past eight years, INS Vikrant is likely to 
begin sea trials next year. With INS Vikrant, India not only will be able to protect both 
its eastern and western flanks more confidently but will also be able to project power 
much further off its shores, something that Indian naval planners have long desired. 
INS Arihant is the first ballistic missile submarine built outside the five recognised 
nuclear powers. Prime Minister Manmohan Singh called the activation of the reactor 
aboard Arihant a ―giant stride in … our indigenous technological capabilities.‖ 

This highly secretive project took more than a decade to complete and will complete 
India‘s nuclear triad, with the submarine‘s ballistic missiles giving India a second-
strike capability. Indian naval expansion is being undertaken with an eye on China. 
Arihant and Vikrant notwithstanding, India have nautical miles to go before it can 
catch up with its powerful neighbour, which has made some significant advances in 
the waters surrounding India. The launch of an aircraft carrier is seen as critical for 
the Indian Navy as it remains anxious to maintain its presence in the shipping lanes 
of the Indian Ocean and Arabian Sea, especially in light of China‘s massive naval 
build-up. Last year China commissioned its aircraft carrier, Liaoning, which is a 
refurbished vessel purchased from Ukraine in 1998. It is also working on an 
indigenous carrier of its own even as it keeps an eye out for a nuclear-powered 
aircraft carrier. 

India remains heavily dependent on imports to meet its defence requirements, so its 
recent successes are particularly important. But for all the euphoria, it will be five 
years until the INS Vikrant can be commissioned by the Indian Navy, and INS 
Arihant has yet to pass a series of sea trials. The Indian Navy wants to be a serious 
blue-water force. Indian naval planners have long argued that to main continuous 
operational readiness in the Indian Ocean, protect sea lanes of communication in the 
Persian Gulf and monitor Chinese activities in the Bay of Bengal, it needs a minimum 
of three aircraft carriers and a fleet of five nuclear submarines. 

With Admiral Gorshkov on track to be delivered by Russia by the end of this year 
and a second aircraft indigenous carrier in the wings, the Indian Navy could be close 
to realising the dream of operating three carriers by the end of the decade. But 
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serious challenges remain as exemplified by the disaster of INS Sindhurakshak, 
which has brought the focus back to the enduring problems of safety and reliability 
that the Indian Navy has been grappling with for decade. 

The Indian Navy has a poor accident record with several mishaps in recent years. 
INS Sindhurakshak had been reintroduced to service only in April this year after a 
refit in Russia. The navy has ordered a review of its submarine weapons safety 
systems after initial investigations showed arms on board the submarine may have 
played a role in its sinking. The latest accident comes as the Indian Navy‘s surface 
fleet expands. The Indian submarine fleet is not only aging but also depleting fast 
with the induction of new submarines not on track. Despite the success of Vikrant 
and Arihant, India‘s indigenous defence production has been marred by serious 
technical and organisational problems, leading to significant delays in the 
development of key defence technologies and platforms. 

The Indian Navy, much like the other two services, has found it difficult to translate 
its conceptual commitment to self-reliance and indigenisation into actionable policy, 
resulting in a perpetuation of reliance on external sources for naval modernisation. 
Yet India‘s reliance on its navy to project power is only likely to increase in the 
coming years as naval build-up continues apace in the Indo-Pacific. Apart from 
China, other powers are also developing their naval might. Japan‘s commissioning of 
its third helicopter carrier, the Izumo, has raised hackles in Beijing, which has 
referred to it as an ―aircraft carrier in disguise.‖ 

In this regional context, India‘s naval engagement with East and Southeast Asian 
states is integral to its two-decade old ―Look East‖ policy. Countries ranging from 
Philippines, Thailand and Indonesia to Vietnam and Myanmar have been pushing 
India toward assuming a higher profile in the region. India is training Myanmar naval 
personnel and is building at least four Offshore Patrol Vehicles in Indian shipyards to 
be used by Myanmar‘s Navy. The Indian Navy has not only been supplying spares to 
Hanoi for its Russian- origin ships and missile boats but has also extended a $100 
million credit line to Vietnam for the purchase of patrol boats. Indian Defense 
Minister, A.K. Antony, was in Australia, Thailand and Singapore recently forging 
closer naval ties as New Delhi‘s naval ties with Western powers and the Persian Gulf 
states is blossoming. 

(Harsh V. Pant teaches in the Defense Studies Department at King’s College London.) 

Source: The Japan Times, 22 September 

Vikramaditya “Significant Capability-Enhancer” for Indian Navy- Cmde Berry 

In this exclusive interview, Commodore Suraj 
Berry, who will take charge of the INS 
Vikramaditya, talks about the refurbishment of 
the aircraft carrier and its recent trials, Indo-
Russian naval cooperation and his career in 
the Indian Navy. 

http://www.japantimes.co.jp/opinion/2013/09/22/commentary/challenges-to-indias-indigenous-naval-buildup/#.UknGM4bIsUE
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Commodore Berry, can you tell us something about the interaction between 
the Russian and Indian Naval crews during the trials of the INS Vikramaditya”? 

The interaction and professional understanding 
between the Russian and Indian Navy has been 
very good and has stood the test of time over 
decades. A sizable percentage of Indian Naval 
personnel have been in Russia for various projects 
in the past and fostered strong bonds of friendship 
and mutual respect. The bilateral exercise, ‗Indra‘ 
conducted annually between the two navies 
reflects the good and warm relations and is a 
testimony of our commitment to each other. 

The 12th Crew under the command of Captain 1st Rank Igor Vaisilivich Raybko and 
the Indian commissioning crew have fostered close bonding during the course of 
trials. Whilst both the crew may not be proficient in the languages, the understanding 
is perfect and both crews joined hands in all evolutions onboard and have imbibed a 
good sense of mutual understanding. 

The joint planning/ coordination group of the crew along with the Brigade Staff are 
responsible for the successful conduct of trials. Similarly, the joint working group on 
training has done a marvellous job in creating a unique concurrent trials and training 
programme onboard. Onboard we undertake evolutions for trials, working side by 
side on the main propulsion plant, power generation/ distribution systems, radio 
electronic aids, handling movement of aircraft on deck, anchoring/ mooring to the 
buoy, tasks with boats. 

Our cooperation also extends to mutual participation in sports and cultural activities 
onboard. Both crews jointly celebrated the Russian Navy Day and Independence 
Day of India with flags of both countries flying side by side on the mast in 2012 and 
in 2013. This truly epitomised the jointness, mutual feeling of respect and 
understanding between the two crews. We are thankful for the professionalism of the 
Russian Navy and the support that they have rendered to us during each phase of 
the trials. 

How do you assess the work carried out by “Sevmash” during repair and re-
equipment of the ship? 

Project 11430 is an extremely unique 
and possibly the only one of its kind in 
the world, wherein a Heavy Aircraft 
Carrying Cruiser has been converted 
into a STOBAR aircraft carrier. The 
magnitude, quantum and quality of 
work undertaken by Sevmash is simply 
an engineering marvel and exhibits 
world class technological prowess of 
the shipyard. Despite numerous 
challenges during the R&R, Sevmash 
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along with all its subcontractors and NDB have created a truly reliable, robust and 
highly capable combat worthy platform. 

The fact that during sea trials part I in 2012, the ship sailed continuously for 100+ 
days after a 17-year long gap without any major breakdowns or incidents, is 
indicative of the high quality of work undertaken by Sevmash. The failure of brick 
work in the boilers was an unfortunate setback last year. During sea trials part II in 
2013, the performance of these boilers has been excellent and as per the design 
parameters. This truly reflects the capability of Sevmash Shipyard. Thorough, 
comprehensive and painstaking work undertaken by the professional work force, 
both ladies and men, of the shipyard to make this ship a reality, is highly 
praiseworthy. 

What difficulties had to be encountered during the ship modernisation? How 
were they overcome? 

The scope and scale of repairs and modernisation work for this project has been 
enormous and would be difficult to comprehend. The initial envisaged work included 
modification of flight deck to include a ski-jump, arresting and restraining gear; 
modification of numerous systems and installation of new generation equipment 
/systems/ sensors. In addition, upgradation/ replacement of a number of other 
equipment and complete re-cabling. 

As work commenced, the scope increased significantly beyond that initially 
envisaged, necessitating re-negotiations that consequently led to time and cost 
revision. The phase between Jan–Nov 2007 was indeed challenging for both the 
countries. Each country not only displayed their commitment to the time-tested 
friendly relations, but also the willingness to resolve the situation through 
deliberations in the best interest acceptable to both nations. The positive approach of 
the Indian Side was the mainstay for continued belief in the project by both sides. 
Thereafter, the work once again commenced in full earnest and there was no looking 
back. 

During sea trials part I in 2012, ship‘s boilers experienced defects that required 
repairs. Despite the problems, the ship completed a large part of her flight trials 
successfully and returned to the Shipyard. This has been the only setback in the 
trials phase. Post repairs the ship has now been at sea for more nearly 50 days and 
progressing trials satisfactorily. All in all the ship is as good as new; the hull is in 
excellent condition and would serve the Indian Navy well for many decades. 

Is it difficult to master the ship, taking over control over her from the seamen 
of Russian Navy Crew? What difficulties were encountered on this way? 

Each time the Indian Navy acquired an aircraft carrier, it was a big induction, it is no 
different this time except the fact that this ship is the largest one to be acquired by 
the Indian Navy thus far. Displacing nearly 45,000 tonnes, the ship is indeed big. 

The advanced equipment and state of the art systems present peculiarities of 
handling and mastering. The Indian Navy selected well-qualified personnel with 
adequate experience at sea and these personnel were put through an intense, well 
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crafted and excellent training programme by the Russian Navy. The methodology of 
training has suitably enabled all the Indian crew to imbibe the intricacies of operating 
and maintaining the ship.  

The experience of participating in the sea trials and practical training onboard has 
provided the crew excellent opportunity to learn by observing the Russian 
specialists. Having been afforded the opportunity to steer the ship, anchor and 
manoeuvre her, I must say that the ship has excellent handling characteristics and 
steers much like a frigate belying its size. The power and manoeuvrability provide 
great flexibility in its operation. 

Backed with experience of operating aircraft carriers and other helicopter carrying 
platforms, the Indian crew has been able to seamlessly gain hands on experience on 
the equipment fitted onboard. The close association and mutual understanding with 
Russian crew has paved the way for a smooth transition for the Indian crew during 
trials and training, overcoming challenges and progressing towards independent 
operation of the ship. 

What place do you think Vikramaditya will take in the line of the Indian Navy 
ships after it is accepted into the scope of the Navy? 

In keeping with the vision and maritime doctrine 
of the Navy, the ship will be part of the Western 
Fleet to fulfil its envisaged role in the order of 
battle of the Indian Navy. The good endurance, 
high speeds of operation, excellent sea keeping 
and tested combat capability would enable the 
ship to herald a capability based transformation 
at sea. 

The ship would be central to the carrier task 
force exercising core capabilities and operational tasks in keeping with the aims of 
the Indian Navy. This platform would facilitate operational training for the present and 
future generations of our naval aviators, including the fighter pilots, to enable them 
for combat missions from similar or larger decks. We would be able to effectively 
discharge all envisaged roles to ensure secure, stable and peaceful seas and 
preserving our national interests in the maritime domain. The challenges and 
responsibilities of the Indian Navy have always been significant and our government 
accords special attention to induction of maritime capability that would ensure 
unhindered economic development and national progress. In this aspect this ship 
along with its integral fighters and helicopters as part of the Indian Fleet would 
definitely be a significant capability-enhancer. 

Commodore Berry, can you tell us something about yourself? Onboard what 
ships did you serve before Vikramaditya? Is the aircraft carrier an important 
milestone in your naval career? What feelings do you have when standing at 
bridge controlling such a mighty ship? 

Hailing from a services family, I joined the Indian Naval Academy and was 
commissioned in the Indian Navy in 1987. During the last 26 years, the Indian Navy 
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has provided me opportunity to serve both at sea and ashore and I have been 
immensely fortunate to serve at sea for a large part of my service career. 

Being a Gunnery and Missile warfare specialist, my sea duty tenures have been 
onboard different ships, I have had the honour and privilege of being the 
commissioning crew of INS Delhi – a Project 15 destroyer and commanding INS 
Nirbhik - a Project 1241 missile vessel, Karmuk – a Project 16 guided missile 
corvette and Talwar - Project 1135.6 frigate. 

Whilst ashore, tenures of duty positioned me at Headquarters Western Naval 
Command, Operations Officer of Rubez-E - the Mobile Missile Coastal Battery, 
Defence Adviser at Sri Lanka and Maldives, Directorate of Staff Requirements at the 
Naval Headquarters and Naval Assistant to the Chief of the Naval Staff. I attended 
the Naval Staff Course at the US Naval War College, Rhode Island. 

I consider myself very fortunate to have been entrusted the command of this 
magnificent ship. While standing on the bridge and flight deck, I am conscious of this 
immense responsibility, trust and honour that has been bestowed upon me by the 
Indian Navy and my nation. The task of commissioning the ship and ensuring 
readiness of the crew for conduct of safe and efficient operational tasking along with 
flying is a challenge. 

Effective planning, thorough professional training, creation of efficient operating 
procedures, high safety standards, institution of sound management and good 
administration principles along with the time honoured traditions, customs and 
discipline would effectively pave the way for the success of my team. The large 
number of officers and personnel of my crew are some of the finest professionals of 
our Navy and I am indeed very fortunate to be part of this team and their shipmate. 

Can you compare the Vikramaditya aircraft carrier with the INS Viraat? In what 
fields are there significant differences between them? 

Viraat in its previous avatar as Hermes was commissioned in the Royal Navy in 1959 
and later transferred to the Indian Navy in 1987. Viraat, has flown the flag of the 
Indian Navy with distinction for the past 26 years and has been central to the 
concept of carrier operations in the Indian Navy. The contribution of Viraat to our 
navy is unparalleled. The displacement and overall dimensions of Vikramaditya are 
much more than Viraat.  

The larger size translates into enhanced capability due to the increased number of 
aircraft that can operate from onboard. Moreover, the two carriers belong to different 
categories, Viraat is a STOVL (Short Takeoff and Vertical Landing) carrier whilst 
Vikramaditya a STOBAR (Short Takeoff but Arrested Recovery). The two ships have 
been built around different ‗concepts‘ and it would be inappropriate to compare the 
two, especially since both the ships have served their countries of origin with 
distinction in their previous forms. Viraat has established a legacy in the Indian Navy 
and I am sure Vikramaditya will be no different. 

It is known that India is building her own development aircraft carriers (IAC, 
Project 71). How can the experience of construction, acceptance, setting into 
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operation and initial operation of INS Vikramaditya affect the progress of the 
Indian aircraft carrier program? 

The Indian Navy has maintained a continuous presence in the form of a Warship 
Overseeing Team at Severodvinsk since the inception of Project 11430. A large 
number of IN personnel have been since associated with the project. Having been 
associated with the various facets of refitting, reequipping, modernisation, trials and 
acceptance, the Indian Navy has accumulated considerable experience which is also 
providing valuable inputs for our development of the IAC Project. The cooperation 
received from our Russian friends at Sevmash, NDB, various OEMs has been 
significant and has added to our expertise in building such a complex ship. The 
conclusion of trials and operationalisation of Vikramaditya will be an enriching 
experience for the Indian Navy which will stand us well for our indigenous 
programme in the years to come. 

What are the main tasks facing you as the Commanding Officer of the ship for 
the nearest, mid-term and farther perspective? 

Since early 2012, numerous activities are being progressed concurrently and now 
with just days left for commissioning the focus are well defined. The crew had 
planned and organised the tasks over the entire period into various phases. The 
phase we are presently in is the Trials and Onboard Practical Training Phase. The 
two immediate and immensely important tasks for the Indian crew are, firstly to 
successfully complete the ship/flight trials and secondly progress Onboard Practical 
Training to suitably enable the ship‘s crew to seamlessly takeover all the systems 
and control of the ship to operate and maintain the independently. 

The next is the Pre-Commissioning 
and Commissioning Phase whilst the 
preparations for the maiden passage 
would progress concurrently. Plans 
for these activities are already in 
progress. The mid and long term 
phase is the Aircraft 
Operationalisation and Integration 
Phase.  

In this phase the various aircraft and 
helicopters that are envisaged to 
operate from onboard would be 

integrated with the ship in India. This would also include the Deck Landing 
Qualification of MiG pilots. The last phase is the Induction into the Fleet. This is the 
culmination of years of work and the vision of our navy wherein the actual combat 
exploitation of the ship would be realised. As you can see, the immediate period and 
the future have very interesting and challenging times in store. I am sure that with 
the highly motivated and professional crew, and support of my naval headquarters 
and home command, the ship would meet all its assigned tasks and goals. 

Source: Russia and India Report, 24 September 

http://indrus.in/economics/2013/09/24/vikramaditya_significant_capability-enhancer_for_indian_navy-_commo_29615.html
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India-ASEAN Ties Get a (Limited) Boost 

-- Prashanth Parameswaran 

While all eyes will be on US-India relations 
today when Indian Prime Minister Manmohan 
Singh meets with US President Barack Obama 
in Washington, New Delhi has also seen some 
recent advances much closer to home in 
Southeast Asia. 

In the realm of defence exchanges Vietnam‘s 
Vice Minister of National Defense Do Ba Ty 
visited India, while Indian Navy Chief Admiral 
DK Joshi arrived in Malaysia for a five-day trip. 

ASEAN-India economic and business ties also appeared to get a shot in the arm 
when the Exim Bank of India opened a branch in Myanmar on September 9, and 
progress was made on increasing cooperation between India‘s Tata Group and two 
Southeast Asian-based airlines – AirAsia and Singapore Airlines. People-to-people 
initiatives highlighting New Delhi‘s historic cultural affinity to the region have also 
been in the limelight in recent weeks. Most prominently, this week the Indian 
embassy in Jakarta is holding a week-long festival to commemorate 100 years of 
Indian cinema.   

The events this week are just latest signs of progress in the ASEAN-India 
relationship since it was elevated to the level of a ―strategic partnership‖ last 
December at a special commemorative summit marking two decades of dialogue 
relations. In 2013, cooperation in several functional areas has increased, including 
infrastructure connectivity under Brunei‘s chairmanship of ASEAN, and the launch of 
the ASEAN-India Centre in New Delhi in June, which will serve as a hub and 
resource centre for policymakers, experts and think tankers interested in advancing 
the relationship. These steps are geared toward realising the plan of action to build 
an ASEAN-India partnership for peace, progress and shared prosperity by 2015, 
which also coincides with Southeast Asia‘s own scheme to realise its ASEAN 
Community. 

Yet for all the flurry of recent activity in ASEAN-India relations, the status of the 
relationship remains decidedly mixed. Security-wise, for instance, despite the visits 
of the past week, Indian analysts have recently noted that the Ministry of Defence‘s 
high-level defence diplomacy with ASEAN has been lagged behind the efforts of the 
Ministry of External Affairs and the Prime Minister‘s office. Notably, Indian Defense 
Minister AK Anthony failed to attend two key meetings already this year – the 
Shangri-La Dialogue in Singapore and the ASEAN Defense Ministers Meeting 
(ADMM) Plus in Brunei. 

Turning to the economic dimension, the definitive conclusion of an ASEAN-India FTA 
on services has thus far proven elusive, and is now past its August deadline. 
Meanwhile, overall ASEAN-India trade actually experienced a relative decline in 
2012-2013. Indian officials, including Foreign Minister Salman Khurshid, have 
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warned that further delays in the services agreement could undermine the joint goal 
of boosting ASEAN-India trade to US$100 billion by 2015. 

Challenges could also delay or disrupt emerging business partnerships and people-
to-people schemes. For instance, while Tata‘s cooperation with AirAsia and 
Singapore Airlines has received a lot of media attention, those familiar with India‘s 
aviation market say such ventures would be more productive if they were not 
hampered by regulations like the 5/20 rule that impose restrictions on carriers trying 
to fly international. And while Indonesians may be keen watchers of Bollywood 
movies, Indians familiar with the Indonesian entertainment industry posit that 
concrete cooperation in that area will only take off if Jakarta removes red tape and 
offers more incentives for Indian filmmakers. 

When Indian Foreign Minister Salman Khurshid addressed the ASEAN-India Foreign 
Ministers‘ Meeting in Brunei earlier this year, he focused his remarks around the 
theme of connectivity and its role in enhancing cooperation among institutions and 
linkages among peoples. Doing that, however, will mean not only building bridges 
but overcoming barriers and tearing down walls that may obstruct this goal. The 
ability of both India and ASEAN to do this effectively will be the key to enhancing 
peace and prosperity not only for the parties themselves, but the Asia-Pacific and the 
globe more generally.  

(Prashanth Parameswaran is a PhD candidate at the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy.) 

Source: The Diplomat, 27 September 

Vietnam: Chief of General Staff Visits India 

-- Dr Subhash Kapila 

In manifestation of the growing Vietnam-India strategic and defence ties, the 
Vietnamese Chief of General Staff of Vietnam People‘s Army, Senior Lieutenant 
General Do Bo Tuy visited India from September 24-27, 2013. He led a 14 member 
military delegation to visit India. During his visit to New Delhi the Vietnamese 
General had discussions with the Chairman Chiefs of Staff Committee, Air Chief 
Marshal N A K Browne on the reinforcing of existing defence ties between India and 
Vietnam. During this meeting it was emphasised that Vietnam was India‘s most 
significant strategic partner in South East Asia. The Vietnamese General also had 
discussions with the Indian Army Chief of Army Staff, Chief of the Integrated 
Defence Staff and the Vice Chief of Naval Staff. 

The scheduled meetings with the Indian Defence Minister and Indian National 
Security Adviser could not take place as the former was hospitalised and the latter 
was leaving for Washington along with the Indian Prime Minister. However a meeting 
with the Secretary Ministry of Defence took place. The Vietnamese Army Chief of 
General Staff visited two important military installations during his visit to India 
following his discussions in New Delhi with the Indian military hierarchy. These were 
to the Indian Air Force Base at Hindon in the vicinity of New Delhi and to 
Headquarters of Indian Navy Eastern Naval Command at Vishakhapatnam and 
Indian naval combat assets located there. The Indian Air Force newly acquired 

http://thediplomat.com/the-pulse/2013/09/27/asean-india-ties-get-a-limited-boost/
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strategic force projection assets in terms of transport aircraft like the US C-130Js 
and the US C-17 giant Globemaster are located at Hindon. The Vietnamese Armed 
Forces Chief would have gained first hand exposure to India‘s aerial capabilities in 
this dimension. 

The visit of the Vietnamese Army Chief of General Staff to the Indian Navy 
Headquarters Eastern Naval Command is more significant. It needs to be recalled 
that India‘s Headquarters Eastern Naval Command is operationally tasked for 
responsibilities of securing India‘s maritime interests in the Indo-Pacific Region. In 
naval terms the Indo Pacific Region needs to be taken as Eastern Indian Ocean and 
Western Pacific. The latter includes the South China Sea which is of critical security 
concern to Vietnam in the context of escalation of South China Sea disputes by 
China. Stressed many times over in my past papers are the imperatives of 
reinforcing and adding more firm contours to the Vietnam-India Strategic 
Partnership. India needs to play a significant role in the capacity-building of the 
Vietnamese Armed Forces, especially of the Vietnamese Navy and the Vietnamese 
Air Force. 

Vietnam and India have serious border disputes with China and both are victims of 
Chinese military provocations. Strategic convergences should therefore be a natural 
outcome to bind Vietnam and India. The Vietnam-India Strategic Partnership cannot 
be in bondage to India‘s ultra-sensitivity to China‘s strategic concerns. On the side-
lines of his defence visits and discussions in India, the Vietnamese General paid a 
visit to Bodh Gaya. India‘s Buddhist spiritual and cultural ties with South East Asian 
countries are an additional bond to forge strong ties with South East Asia. 

Source: Eurasia Review, 30 September 

 

India-Russia Naval Ties Prosper 

The Indian defence secretary RK Mathur wrapped up a three-day visit to Russia. The 
visit that was originally scheduled to take place in June took place from 2-4 
September and had a wide range of military hardware acquisition agenda. Besides 
discussions on the sinking of an Indian submarine, Admiral Gorshkov aircraft carrier 
rechristened as INS Vikramaditya, the fifth generation fighter aircraft and leasing of 
more nuclear submarines were discussed. Costing over $3 billion and with tonnage 
of over 45,000 tons, the aircraft carrier will be handed over to the Indian Navy in mid-
November this year and would reach the Indian waters in the second week of 
January next year. 

The aircraft carrier has completed sea trials in the Barents Sea this July and is 
destined to undertaking aviation trials, including take-offs and landings, in the next a 
few months. Progress was also reviewed on the joint design and production of the 
fifth generation fighter aircraft, which is set to hit the skies by 2020. India has 
announced to purchase some 300 of these aircraft. The Russian acquiescence was 
also achieved for up-gradation of the INS Sindhushastra, a sister submarine of the 
Kilo class submarine family. Another important aspect of the visit was discussions on 

http://www.eurasiareview.com/30092013-vietnam-chief-general-staff-visits-india-analysis/


Page 17 of 51 

the lease of another nuclear submarine. Before the visit, the two sides had had 
preliminary discussions on possibilities of provision of the second nuclear submarine 
to India but the price tag was not agreed to. 

India has indicated that it is ready to put in $1 billion for 10 years lease but the 
Russians are vying to get a much higher price for the lease. No agreement on the 
price, however, could be reached. The lease issue will again come up for 
discussions when Indian defence minister AK Antony visits Russia in October for 
which the defence secretary also discussed the agenda. The sinking of INS 
Sindhurakshak has already been discussed by the Indian prime minister during one-
on-one meeting with Russian President Putin on the side-lines of G-20 Summit that 
took place at St Petersburg on September 5-6. 

The matter will be pursued further with the Russian authorities when the Indo-
Russian Inter Governmental Military and Technical Cooperation Commission meets 
in mid-October wherein the two respective defence ministers will discuss the issue 
and streamline the finer points of the deal on lease of another nuclear submarine 
before the thread is picked up by Indian prime minister when he meets the Russian 
president later in Moscow in October for 14th annual summit between Russia and 
India. 

Eighteen sailors, including four officers of the crew of an Indian submarine INS 
Sindhurakshak berthed alongside Mumbai harbour, were killed when two large 
explosions ripped apart the forward section of the submarine hull. The tragic 
accident took place on the heels of two naval landmark events declaring that nuclear 
reactor installed on board its first nuclear submarine INS Arihant had reached 
criticality as the submarine prepared for harbour and sea trials and launching of the 
INS Vikrant, both indigenously built. 

The Indians and Russians restrained themselves in blaming each other over the 
incident. The Indians could not afford to blame the Russians on the probable 
technical causes that led to the sinking of the submarine for its major military 
hardware is of the Russian origin and as such decided not to irk the Russians. The 
Russians, on their part, pre-empted the Indians on any blame game by saying that 
the changes in the technical side of the refurbished Indian submarine were made at 
the insistence of Indian Navy and opined that two concurrent and very sensitive 
evolutions were being undertaken on board the ill-fated submarine at the same time. 

Also, the Russians offered India their cooperation in investigating the circumstances 
that led to the destruction of the Indian submarine. They have even offered to 
replace the lost submarine with a new one if India so desired. There have been no 
surprises as both the Indians and Russians acted responsibly on sinking of the INS 
Sindhurakshak and refrained from blaming each other on the event. The incident, 
therefore, has had no effect on their bilateral relationship. The continuity of high-level 
meetings at the defence and the political levels speak about strength of their bilateral 
relationship and Indian needs as it remains dependent on the Russians to keep 
afloat its military incorporation. Nevertheless, at home, the INS Sindhurakshak‘s 
sinking is no more a topic of discussion either in the print or electronic media or on 
any other official circles. The strange silence on a strategic capability loss indicates 
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how Indian media plays side by side with its government on matters of national 
security. 

Source: The News International, 16 September 

Here Comes Rukmini, India‟s First Military Satellite 

If you have seen Syriana, the 2005 geopolitical thriller film on petroleum politics and 
the global influence of the oil industry, or Black Hawk Down, a 2001 American war 
film in which elite US soldiers drop into Somalia to capture two top lieutenants of a 
renegade warlord and find themselves in a desperate battle with a large force of 
heavily-armed Somalis—you‘ll recall the strategic importance of satellites in the US 
military operations. And, who can forget their important role when on March 19, 
2003, US President George Bush and UK Prime Minister Tony Blair sent coalition 
armies, air forces and navies to liberate Iraq. Guided by GPS space satellites 
thousands of miles overhead, cruise missiles opened the war with a jaw-dropping 
attack from warships in the Red Sea and Persian Gulf, while stealth fighters dropped 
precision bombs, also guided by GPS satellites. 

Around 300 dedicated or dual-use military satellites are orbiting around the earth, 
with the US owning 50% of them, followed by Russia and China. India‘s maiden 
dedicated defence satellite Rukmini was launched by an European rocket recently, 
giving a boost to the Indian Navy‘s modernisation push to improve space-based 
communications and intelligence gathering over a wide oceanic region including the 
country‘s landmass and tracking the movements of the enemy across our borders. 
Conversely, each of the ships in the naval fleet would have a comprehensive digital 
map to locate the ships and communication between naval ships is facilitated by this 
satellite. Similarly, the Indian Army will get vital inputs about stealthy movements 
over the land too and enhance the ability of our armed forces for a swift attack. It has 
greater potential of integrating the warships, submarines and aircraft through a highly 
encrypted data network. 

With this launch, India has joined the club of the top five countries—US, Britain, 
Russia, China and France—which have a satellite customised for defence 
communication. Custom-made for the Navy by the Indian Space Research 
Organisation, the advanced multi-band GSAT-7 is the most advanced 
communication satellite capable of providing a wide range of service spectrum from 
low bit rate voice to high bit rate data communication. Designed to modernise 
communications among naval ships as well as intelligence survey, Rukmini will also 
help the Navy keep a hawk-eye over both Arabian Sea and Bay of Bengal. ―From 
Persian Gulf to Malacca Strait, it will help cover almost 70% of the Indian Ocean 
region (IOR) where China is increasingly expanding its strategic footprint, as well as 
on troop movements, missile silos, military installations and airbases across land 
borders,‖ an ISRO official informs. 

Expected to be operational by September-end, the country‘s first exclusive satellite 
for military applications, would give a major push to the maritime security. The over-
the-sea use 2,625-kg Rukmini satellite, with UHF, S, Ku and C-band transponders, is 
to be followed by GSAT-7A with the Indian Air Force and Army sharing its over-the-
land use bandwidth. The Navy has been pushing for such a satellite for close to a 

http://www.thenews.com.pk/Todays-News-13-25483-India-Russia-naval-ties-prosper
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decade now to shorten its sensor-to-shooter loop—the ability to swiftly detect and 
tackle a threat—but the delay in the indigenous GSLV rocket to carry satellites and 
other factors have been the stumbling blocks. 

With GSAT-7 which would give it an integrated platform, the Navy would be able to 
overcome the limitation from line of sight and ionospheric effects, among others, that 
it currently faced as far as space-based communications were concerned. ISRO 
does not officially admit GSAT-7 as a naval satellite, but navy officials confirmed it as 
being the first naval platform in space. The satellite is meant to link up various naval 
warships and submarines pushing the navy closer to network centric operations. 

Earlier, satellite communication was through Inmarsat satellite of UK-based Global 
Mobile Satellite Service Company. India, of course, has been a late—and somewhat 
reluctant—entrant into the military space arena despite having a robust civilian 
programme for decades. Without dedicated satellites of their own, the armed forces 
were relegated to using dual-use Cartosat satellites or the Technology Experimental 
Satellite launched in 2001, apart from leasing foreign satellite transponders for 
surveillance, navigation and communication purposes. 

Source: The Financial Express, 16 September 

Navy to Induct 4-5 Warships Every Year: Vice Chief 

The Indian navy plans to induct 4-5 warships every year in the coming decade, Vice 
Chief of Naval Staff RK Dhowan said. Vice Admiral Dhowan was speaking at the 
curtain raiser ceremony of the first naval and maritime exposition and conference 
being organised by industry body CII from Sep 23 to 27 in Cochin Port Trust, a 
statement said here. "Over the decades, our efforts in indigenisation have helped us 
achieve global shipbuilding standards, resulting today in 46 of the 47 warships and 
submarines on order for the Navy being constructed in Indian shipyards," he said. He 
said the navy is poised to grow and modernise and this provides an opportunity to 
the Indian shipyards and industry to adopt a collaborative approach to induct state of 
the art weapons, sensors and combat management systems into the navy. 

Source: Two Circles, 16 September 

Colombia-Nicaragua Maritime Dispute Reignites, Despite International Court 
Ruling 

President Juan Manuel Santos presented before 
Colombia‘s constitutional court a demand against 
the Pact of Bogotá arguing that a recent ruling from 
the International Court of Justice on a maritime 
dispute with Nicaragua does not comply with the 
Colombian constitution. ―There are two articles in 
the treaty (Pact of Bogotá) which clearly violate our 
Constitution since they say that the country must 
automatically change limits, borders by the sole 

virtue of some ICJ ruling‖, pointed out Santos in his presentation. 

http://www.financialexpress.com/news/here-comes-rukmini-india-s-first-military-satellite/1169569/0
http://twocircles.net/2013sep16/navy_induct_45_warships_every_year_vice_chief.html
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The Pact of Bogotá dates back to 1948 and 
recognises ICJ jurisdiction and was finally approved 
by Colombia in 1962, under Law 37. But the 
Colombian government has launched a strategy 
questioning the pact following an ICJ November 
2012 ruling in which the maritime limits between 
Colombia and Nicaragua were redefined. Last 
November a few days after the ICJ ruling the 
Colombian government got in touch with the 
Organisation of American States Secretary General, 
OAS Jose Miguel Insulza and communicated that Colombia was withdrawing from 
the Pact of Bogotá and thus ceased to recognise the ICJ jurisdiction. To this must 
the added the latest request to declare the pact unconstitutional, presented before 
the high court. Santos pointed out that the Colombia constitution clearly orders that 
any ―modification of our limits, our borders must be done according to a specific 
procedure: a treaty that must be approved by Congress‖. 

In other words this means that ―we can‘t accept any change in our limits, our borders 
automatically no matter the ruling‖ added Santos who made the presentation before 
the constitutional court next to Foreign minister Maria Angela Holguin and Justice 
minister Alfonso Gomez Mendez. The decision to protest the alleged 
unconstitutionality of the Bogotá Pact is part on an ‗integral strategy‘ announced 
recently by Santos in reply to the ICJ ruling which grated Nicaragua economic rights 
over 75.000 square kilometres in the Caribbean. Santos argued that the ICJ was 
‗inapplicable‘ if before there is not a treaty ensuring the rights of Colombians in the 
region ―because the maritime limits of Colombia can‘t be modified automatically by 
an ICJ ruling‖. 

―Colombians are still outraged by the ruling of The Hague‘s International Court of 
Justice, which pretends to give Nicaragua a significant portion of our historic and 
economic rights in the Caribbean‖ Santos said and announced that ―we will 
subscribe a letter of protest along with other neighbouring nations (Jamaica, Costa 
Rica, and Panama) that I will personally deliver to the United Nations‘ Secretary 
General‖. ―We condemn and will expose Nicaragua expansionism in the Caribbean‖. 
Apparently Nicaragua is preparing to grant oil exploration licences in the disputed 
waters. Foreign minister Holguín said that ―at no time are we disregarding the 
jurisdiction of the court at The Hague; we‘re not disregarding the ruling either. We‘re 
saying that our constitution does not permit its applicability.‖ 

―We want to talk with Nicaragua about a treaty,‖ Holguín said. ―We want to know 
what (President) Daniel Ortega thinks about this.‖ President Ortega has stated he 
wants Colombia to abide by the International Court‘s ruling and that the 
government‘s stance is nothing less than offensive. ―The court‘s decisions are 
obligatory,‖ Ortega said. ―They are not subject to discussion. It‘s disrespectful to the 
court. It is as if we decided not to abide by the ruling because we didn‘t receive 
100% of what we asked, which in this case was the San Andrés archipelago‖. 
―Nicaragua wants peace,‖ Ortega said. ―We have no expansionist aims…we only 
want what the court at The Hague granted us in its ruling‖. 

Source: Merco Press, 16 September 

http://en.mercopress.com/2013/09/16/colombia-nicaragua-maritime-dispute-reignites-despite-international-court-ruling
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Indian Navy Looking to Ally with Industry to Maintain Combative Edge 

The poor state of indigenisation of the Navy's war-fighting component, including 
weapons and sensors, is a "concern and challenge", Vice-Chief of Naval Staff RK 
Dhowan said. There is a need to tap the potential of Indian industry, which has 
shown tremendous promise in IT and pharma industries, to overcome this gap, the 
Vice Admiral said. As the Navy gears up for its first ever naval and maritime 
exposition from September 23 at Kochi, the Vice-Chief of Naval Staff termed the 
collaboration with industry key to the force's success and fulfilment of its commitment 
for indigenisation. NAMEXPO, 2013, organised by the CII in association with the 
navy, "blends in well with our goal of maritime security through self-reliance," he 
said, adding that 46 ships and submarines are under construction at various Indian 
shipyards. Dhowan, however, said the poor state of indigenisation in the fight 
component, which includes weapons and sensors, remains a "concern and 
challenge".  

"Navy is poised for growth where over the next decade we plan to induct at least four 
to five major combatants every year. This provides an ideal opportunity for Indian 
shipyards and industry to enter into collaborative arrangements or joint venture 
partnerships to ensure that navy's combative edge is maintained," he said. The Vice-
Chief shared concerns of some industry representatives over the long drawn and 
often-delayed procurement process and said the government had been encouraging 
to feedback.  

"Many steps have been merged to cut down the time line... No magic happens 
overnight. We are on the path to see the process streamlined and time line cut 
short," he said. He was speaking at an interactive session held prior to the 
exposition. NAMEXPO, 2013, would be an opportunity to the global and Indian 
industry to interact with the navy, Indian Coast Guards, ministries of shipping and 
micro, small and medium enterprises. The five-day conference will cover themes like 
MSMEs, naval aviation, naval weapons, surveillance systems and communications 
among other issues. 

Source: Zee News, 16 September 

14,000-crore INS Vikramaditya to be handed to the Indian Navy in November 

INS Vikramaditya, India's largest aircraft 
carrier, being built by Russia has completed 
all its trial and will be handed over to the 
Indian Navy in November, sources told. 
Originally built as the Admiral Gorshkov in 
the Soviet Union, the $2.3 billion (Rs. 14,000 
crore) aircraft carrier was being 
reconditioned at a shipyard in Northern 
Russia. The deal had been signed in 2004, 
and has been marred by delays. Over the 
last month, MiG-29 fighter jets that will be 

deployed on the ship have practiced taking off and landing on its deck. 

http://zeenews.india.com/news/nation/indian-navy-looking-to-ally-with-industry-to-maintain-combative-edge_876900.html
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The ship is expected to arrive in India in January 2014. "If all goes well, the Indian tri-
colour will be flying atop the INS Vikramaditya this November, after which it will start 
its journey to India," a senior Navy officer told. The INS Vikramaditya is a major part 
of India's efforts to quickly build up naval strength as an increasingly assertive China 
expands its maritime reach. Problems with the ship's boilers had pushed the delivery 
date back several times, and the deal had turned into an important test of defence 
ties between Russia, the world's second-largest arms exporter, and its biggest 
customer. 

A 500-member Indian Navy team, which has been training on-board the INS 
Vikramaditya had spotted the problem with the warship's boilers in September 2012, 
especially when the vessel hit top speed of about 30 knots (around 55 kmph). Once 
INS Vikramaditya joins the fleet, the Indian Navy will be able operate two carrier 
groups for a while although its lone carrier, INS Viraat, is over half a century old but 
is expected to serve till 2018. India's first indigenous aircraft carrier, INS Vikrant is 
currently being built at the Cochin shipyard and is expected to join the Navy by 2016. 

Source: NDTV, 17 September 

Indian Warships in UAE to Conduct Joint Naval Exercises 

India is looking forward to further strengthen its 
defence ties with the UAE and other Gulf 
countries as four Indian warships have arrived in 
Dubai, after visiting Qatar and Kuwait. The task 
force of Indian Naval Ships Mysore, Tarkash, 
Tabar and Aditya, led by Rear Admiral Anil 
Kumar Chawla, is on a month-long overseas 
deployment to the Gulf to enhance bilateral ties 
and engage in naval exercises with friendly 
regional navies. 

The task group had earlier split to allow separate visits to Qatar and Kuwait before all 
of them converged in Dubai. During its four-day stay in the UAE, the task force will 
hold an exercise with five ships of the UAE navy. The fleet will later sail to Oman for 
a joint exercise with the Royal Navy of the Sultanate of Oman. ―The current visit 
seeks to underscore India‘s peaceful presence and solidarity with friendly countries 
in the Gulf and strengthen the existing bonds of friendship between India and the 
UAE,‖ said Vice Admiral Shekhar Sinha, Flag Officer Commanding-in- chief (West), 
while addressing the media onboard INS Mysore, the guided missile destroyer. 

He also mentioned the growing energy inter-dependence of India and the Gulf, the 
shared interest in the security of the sea lanes, the common threat posed by piracy 
near the Somalian coastline, as well as expanding the ambit of training of naval 
personnel. ―The Indian Navy has close and friendly ties with all navies in the Gulf 
and has been regularly exercising with many of them. The Indian Navy is also 
privileged to provide training and hydro-graphic support to several navies in the 
region. The involvement of Indian Naval ships in combating piracy off the coast of 
Somalia since October 2008 has further strengthened bilateral ties and interaction 
with the navies in the region,‖ he said. 

http://www.ndtv.com/article/india/14-000-crore-ins-vikramaditya-to-be-handed-to-the-indian-navy-in-november-419960?curl=1380521045
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He pointed out that the maritime co-operation between the two countries has 
increased steadily since the inaugural Navy-to-Navy Staff Talks in January 2007, 
which covered the entire gamut of Indian Navy-UAE Navy co-operation. Frequent 
port visits by naval ships of both countries, visits by Service Chiefs and training of 
UAE Naval officers have further bolstered naval co-operation between the two 
countries. The navy is expected to induct 47 ships in the next 10 years, some of 
which will replace those which would have reached the end of their operational life. 

Source: The Gulf Today, 17 September 

Indian-American among 12 Killed in Washington Navy Yard Shooting 

Indian-American Vishnu Pandit was among 12 individuals killed by a gunman at a 
highly secure Navy Yard in the American capital, the latest in the series of mass 
shootouts in the US in the last few years. In all 12 people — mostly military 
contractors — were killed when the gunman, himself a defence contractor from Fort 
Worth in Texas, went on a shooting rampage inside the Washington Navy Yard. The 
gunman, Aaron Alexis, also died in the shootout. The Washington Metropolitan 
Police had released the names of seven of those who were killed in the shootout, 
with one of them being an Indian-American — 61-year-old Pandit. The other six 
identified were Michael Arnold, 59; Sylvia Frasier, 53; Kathy Gaarde, 62; John Roger 
Johnson, 73; Frank Kohler, 50; and Kenneth Bernard Proctor, 46. No other details 
were immediately known about Pandit, except that he was a defence contractor. 
President Barack Obama condemned the shooting at Washington‘s Navy Yard as a 
―cowardly act‘‘. 

Later, Obama issued a proclamation in the honour of those who died in the shooting 
and ordered that the national flag be flown at half-mast. He also cancelled a musical 
evening scheduled at the White House. Obama, who personally monitored the 
developments, called FBI director James Comey to get an update on the status of 
the investigations. The FBI has sought information about Alexis, which it believes 
was responsible for the massacre. ―Alexis‘ place of birth is Queens, New York, and 
his last known residence was Ft. Worth, Texas,‖ the FBI said in a statement. 
Washington DC Mayor Vincent Gray said that the motives of the shooter were not 
yet known. 

Source: The Hindu, 17 September 

Myanmar Makes Efforts in Developing Maritime Education 

Myanmar has been making efforts in developing maritime education sector in a bid 
to contribute towards modernisation and development of the state. The country 
established its first Maritime University in 2002, aimed at nurturing ethical, skilful and 
reputable maritime experts in compliance with the provisions and standards 
prescribed by the International Maritime Organisation (IMO). Recently, the World 
Maritime University vowed to help Myanmar in learning management and cooperate 
in e-education under a memorandum of understanding initiated with Myanmar's 
Maritime University. "Learning management and e-learning system will contribute 
much not only to the students but also to the faculty members of the university," said 
Minister of Transport U Nyan Tun Aung. Placing emphasis on development of 

http://gulftoday.ae/portal/f396fa9c-1b53-4ff3-9bfe-60e9724f5046.aspx
http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/news/indianamerican-among-12-killed-in-washington-navy-yard-shooting/article5137130.ece
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maritime sector, Myanmar has been training out qualified maritime engineers and 
seafarers to work in overseas shipping lines. Out of over 60,000 registered seafarers 
in Myanmar, over 12,000 works in the overseas shipping lines especially the South 
Koren's. 

To develop the maritime labour market and provide more job opportunities to people 
seeking such employment, the government has formed the Administration 
Committee for Getting Job Opportunities for Seafarers, introducing a new system of 
seeking such jobs directly with the government's Department of Water Transport 
instead of going through private-run seafarers job seeking agencies which require 
applicants' presentation of appointment letter from foreign shipping lines concerned. 
However, candidates are to undergo some designated training courses in line with 
the IMO to be qualified for a seafarer identity card and a seafarer passport, and 
passing a Basic English skill test before the move is also required. Some applicants 
applied for working at deck, engine room and kitchen. There are only 70,000 
seafarers in Myanmar and the number stands less than invitation for the jobs. 
Meanwhile, the Myanmar Overseas Seafarers Association (MOSA) is introducing 
international-level advanced diploma course for more seamen in the country to 
pursue in order to enable them to be qualified in seeking job in foreign shipping lines. 

Derived from the courses of IMO and England's Institute of Chartered, the advanced 
diploma for shipping business and maritime management includes such eight major 
subjects as shipping business, logistics and supply chain management, transport 
economics, ship operations and management, ship broking and chartering practice, 
port economics, financial engineering principles and business intelligence and 
maritime law in Shipping Business. MOSA was formed to deal with IMO and other 
international seamen union on behalf of Myanmar overseas seafarers and the 
association also help seek jobs for them, draw welfare schemes and conduct 
training. There are over 12,000 Myanmar seafarers working in overseas shipping 
lines including South Korean's. 

Moreover, Myanmar also laid down a plan to nurture female maritime experts, 
allowing female students to be enrolled for joining the country's Maritime University. 
Myanmar sets major subjects of nautical science and marine engineering for learning 
and other subjects such as vessel building, port building and maritime electricity and 
electronics are also prescribed for pursuit. To promote the related science and 
technology and business development in the region, Myanmar hosted for the first 
time in 2006 the 12th Pacific Congress on Marine Science and Technology (PACON) 
to exploit human resources, education resources and economic resources in the 
region. 

Source: Xinhua, 18 September 

Indian Navy Close to Floating $8 bn Tenders for 6 Submarines 

The Indian Navy is just one step away from issuing a 
global tender worth almost eight billion dollars for six 
conventional stealth submarines. Russia is among 
the four countries which are in a vantage position in 
bagging the upcoming contracts, the other countries 

http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/culture/2013-09/18/c_132731267.htm
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being France, Sweden and Germany, though not necessarily in that order. Indian 
Navy‘s Vice Chief, Vice Admiral RK Dhowan, said at a press conference in New 
Delhi on September 16 that the navy‘s proposal for having six hi-tech submarines 
will be soon placed before India‘s apex decision-making body on defence and 
strategic matters the Cabinet Committee on Security (CCS). Vice Admiral Dhowan 
informed that the Defence Acquisition Council (DAC), headed by Defence Minister 
AK Antony, had given its approval for the proposal to be taken up before the CCS 
and the global tender will be issued after the CCS nod comes. The navy vice chief 
said the tender would be worth Rs 50,000 crore, which is about $7.92 billion at 
today‘s exchange rates. Sources said the CCS may meet ―very soon‖, perhaps 
before Prime Minister Manmohan Singh, who heads the CCS, leaves for his week-
long trip to the United States on September 25. 

Details of the Indian Navy‟s Proposal 

The Indian Navy plans a unique 2+2+2 format for adding the proposed six 
submarines to its fleet. Sources said the prevailing thought in the Indian Navy is to 
go for outright purchase of two submarines from abroad and order two submarines 
each for Indian public sector and private sector companies. Russia is the world‘s 
leading submarines exporter having exported 168 submarines to well over a dozen 
countries in past fifty years and thus a top contender for the upcoming Indian order. 
Moreover, sources said Russia was well qualified to have stakes in the entire 2+2+2 
format. Russian companies can forge tie-ups with Indian PSUs and private 
companies for construction of four submarines in India and New Delhi is likely to 
encourage that. 

Vice Admiral Dhowan put this point in perspective with a pithy remark: ―Navy is 
poised for growth... over the next decade, we plan to induct at least four to five major 
combatants (warships and frigates) every year. This provides an ideal opportunity for 
Indian shipyards and industry to enter into collaborative arrangements or joint 
ventures.‖' Dhowan elaborated that 46 warships and submarines are currently under 
construction in Indian shipyards. India has of late started laying stress on 
indigenisation but considering that neither the public sector nor the private sector 
companies are technically competent to build hi-tech submarines on their own, New 
Delhi has been giving a free hand to these companies to enter into collaboration with 
foreign companies. Russian companies must be well aware of this and should be on 
the job. 

Two more reasons to cheer for Russia 

Then there are two more reasons to cheer for the Russian companies to scour the 
Indian naval market which Vice Admiral Dhowan briefly referred to but stopped short 
of giving details. One, he said in the wake of virtual destruction of INS 
Sindhurakshak submarine in devastating explosions on August 14, the Indian Navy 
was actively considering a refit and repair of its existing fleet of conventional 
submarines. The Indian Navy currently has 13 operational submarines, nine of which 
are of Russian origin. Since these Kilo-class submarines were first inducted into the 
Indian Navy well over a quarter century ago and most of them have already served 
their effective life of 20 years, their refit and repair is long overdue. It is a low hanging 
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fruit for Russia as India would naturally go to Russia directly for an upgrade of these 
boats. 

The mid-life retrofitting of these submarines would extend their life by at least ten to 
twelve years and would enhance their firepower too. Like Sindhurakshak, India 
would like the remaining Kilo-class submarines also to be fitted with modern 
missiles, navigational aids and sonar systems. But this would be an expensive affair, 
considering that the Sindhurakshak upgrade had cost India $600 million, almost the 
cost of a new submarine. India has already discussed the issue with the Russians 
but the matter can be clinched only after technical experts are through with tedious 
and complex negotiations. Another cause for cheer for Russian companies is that 
the Indian Navy would be looking to foreign markets for upgrading its naval systems. 
Vice Admiral Dhowan mentioned two formidable roadblocks before India‘s 
indigenisation and self-reliance goals in the defence sector: the lack of Indian 
indigenous capability to manufacture weapons and sensors. This is another clue for 
the Russian companies to tap the Indian defence market. 

Source: Russia & India Report, 18 September 

Indian Navy Holds Workshop on Roles and Expectations of Emerging Navies 

Thirty nine delegates from 22 member nations converged in Mumbai to participate in 
the Operational Seminar and Preparatory Workshop - 2013 on the theme, 'Roles and 
Expectations of Emerging Navies in Cooperative Engagement for Peace and 
Stability in IOR'. The seminar and preparatory workshop, was conducted under the 
IONS construct is hosted by the Western Naval Command at Mumbai on September 
11 and 12. 

Delivering the keynote address, Dr C Raja Mohan, distinguished fellow at the 
Observer Research Foundation, highlighted three important imperatives demanding 
greater maritime security cooperation in the IOR "First, the changing global 
distribution of power leading to deepened divisions amongst the world's leading 
nations thereby complicating management of the global maritime commons. Second, 
pressures on the defence budget compelling downsizing of armed forces thereby 
restricting maritime powers from delivering public goods in the maritime domain. 
Third, the growing stakes of the littoral states and the opportunity provided by the 
IONS construct for the region to reclaim its maritime destiny". 

The changing geo-political situation in the Indian Ocean Region (IOR) in the last 
decades, has acted as a stimulus for the littoral nations to look seaward. Inception of 
a maritime construct, linking the Indian Ocean littorals, in the form of Indian Ocean 
Naval Symposium (IONS) in 2008 was, therefore, viewed by the IOR littorals as an 
important milestone in the maritime security cooperation within the IOR. Since its 
inception, IONS has generated significant interest and contributed in immense 
measure towards providing a platform for all IOR littoral navies to periodically and 
regularly discuss issues that bear upon regional maritime security and cooperation. 
Whilst, the IOR is the 'centre of gravity' in the world's geopolitical stage, its littorals 
are primarily nations with developing maritime security forces that are still in different 
stages of capability enhancement and capability building. 

http://indrus.in/economics/2013/09/18/indian_navy_close_to_floating_8_bn_tenders_for_6_submarines_29457.html
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With maritime security being the primary focus of IONS, it is imperative that the 
concerns of the emerging navies of the region are addressed comprehensively. For 
this to happen, it is essential that IOR littorals interact and cooperatively engage in 
all aspects of maritime security so as to ensure credible and lasting peace and 
stability in our combined area of interest, i.e., the Indian Ocean Region. 

The IONS Seminar leads on to the preparatory workshop on September 12 involving 
discussions on issues pertaining to furthering cooperation between the IONS 
member nations in the disciplines of anti-piracy, MDA (maritime domain awareness) 
and HADR (humanitarian assistance and disaster relief). The forum would also be 
used to undertake deliberations on the IONS Charter of Business and framing 
agenda for the forthcoming IONS Conclave of Naval Chiefs, scheduled to be held in 
Perth, Australia in March 2014. 

Source: The Times of India, 19 September 

Cuba, US Reach Maritime Rescue Agreement 

Cuba and the United States have reached a 
rare preliminary agreement on working 
together more closely, in the field of air and 
maritime rescue, Havana's state newspaper 
Granma said. Every year thousands of 
Cubans leave the country illegally aboard 
fragile boats to try to reach Florida, which is 
145 kilometres (90 miles) away. The 
provisional agreement was reached and 

must now be approved by the governments of each country. Havana and 
Washington have not had diplomatic relations since 1961; two years after Fidel 
Castro came to power in the Cuban revolution. Under current policy, US-bound 
Cubans caught on the high seas are repatriated. But if they make it to US shores 
they are let in, allowed to stay and in a year or so acquire residence papers. Cuban 
and the US officials held talks on resuming direct postal service between the two 
countries. In July they resumed discussions on migratory issues. These had been on 
hold since 2011. 

Source: Fox News, 21 September 

Indian Navy Begins Joint Exercise with Oman 

Four Indian Navy ships are on a month-long overseas deployment to the Gulf to 
reinforce bilateral ties and participate in friendly naval exercises with Oman. INS 
Mysore, INS Tarkash, INS Tabar and INS Aditya began the exercise, The Times of 
Oman reported. The ships are based at the Indian Navy's Western Naval Command 
in Mumbai. The fleet is headed by Rear Admiral Anil Kumar Chawla, the Flag Officer 
Commanding of the Western Fleet. "The visit is part of the biennial naval exercise 
'Naseem Al Bahr'. It is aimed at further strengthening bilateral ties and cooperation 
between the two countries," Chawla was quoted as saying. 

http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/2013-09-19/mumbai/42216727_1_maritime-security-ior-indian-ocean-naval-symposium
http://www.foxnews.com/world/2013/09/21/cuba-us-reach-maritime-rescue-agreement/
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Indian ambassador J.S. Mukul said the current visit was aimed at strengthening the 
existing ties between India and Oman. Bilateral relations between India and Oman 
were established with the 1953 India-Oman Treaty of Friendship, Navigation and 
Commerce. The signing of a memorandum on defence cooperation in December 
2005 and the subsequent establishment of the Joint Military Cooperation Committee 
in March 2006 set the foundation for increased defence cooperation between the two 
countries. The Indian Navy has since then increased port visits and training of 
personnel in Hydrography, diving, training management, logistics management and 
dockyard management in Oman. According to the report, the biennial naval exercise 
'Naseem Al Bahr' has enhanced the inter-operability of the two navies. The harbour 
training and planning conference of the fourth edition of 'Naseem Al Bahr' is 
underway from Sep 20-26. Moreover, India and Oman are members of the Indian 
Ocean Naval Symposium, a voluntary and co-operative initiative among 35 countries 
of the Indian Ocean region. 

Source: Two Circles, 21 September 

Modern Fire fighting Facility at INS Shivaji 

State-of-the-art facility started against the backdrop of Sindhurakshak submarine 
mishap in Mumbai on August 14, which claimed 18 lives. The Indian Navy has come 
up with an ultra-modern fire fighting facility at INS Shivaji in Lonavla against the 
backdrop of the tragic incident in Mumbai Naval Dockyard, where Sindhurakshak 
submarine sank after a series of explosions. The explosion on August 14 claimed 18 
lives, including those of three officers. The Indian Navy is coming up with similar 
facility across India. The facility was inaugurated by flag officer commander-in-chief 
of Southern Naval Command, vice admiral Satish Soni at INS Shivaji. ―The state-of-
art facility will provide realistic training of fire fighting to the Indian navy personnel‘s. 
With the inclusion of fire fighting training facility at its establishments, the Indian navy 
has joined unique league of few countries like US and UK,‖ said the public relations 
officer of INS Shivaji. Joseph Leslie Dynamik Company from Mumbai is the prime 
contractor for setting up the facility. Process Combustion Company of United 
Kingdom has provided the technical assistance to set it up. The facility is part of 
Indian Navy‘s pan India initiative. The naval college of engineering at INS Shivaji 
conducts three-year basic engineering course and four-year naval engineering 
course. The college gives B-Tech degree in mechanical, electrical and electronic 
engineering. The college is affiliated to Jawaharlal Nehru Technical University. 

Source: DNA, 21 September 

Japan's Defence Minister to Pitch US-2 Amphibious Aircraft to India 

Defense Minister Itsunori Onodera is making preparations to visit India from Oct. 8 to 
advance diplomatic talks to export Japanese US-2 amphibious aircraft, ministry 
officials said. Onodera plans to meet with Indian Defense Minister A.K. Antony, with 
the aim of strengthening cooperation in maritime security matters with India, which 
has territorial issues with China. Japan is also at odds with China over the 
sovereignty of the Senkaku Islands in the East China Sea, which China calls the 
Diaoyu. During talks in May in Tokyo, Prime Minister Shinzo Abe and his Indian 
counterpart Manmohan Singh agreed to set up a working group to study the possible 

http://twocircles.net/2013sep21/indian_navy_begins_joint_exercise_oman.html
http://www.dnaindia.com/pune/1891647/report-modern-firefighting-facility-at-ins-shivaji
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export of US-2 amphibious aircraft used by Japan's Maritime Self-Defense Force. 
The two leaders also decided to conduct joint drills of the MSDF and the Indian Navy 
on a regular basis. Onodera is expected to promote the usability of the US-2 for the 
Indian military, which is also apparently considering buying sea rescue aircraft from 
other countries such as Russia and Canada. Onodera is also expected to confirm 
cooperation with India in dealing with pirates and to visit an Indian Navy facility. 

Source: Global Post, 21 September 

Maritime Row: „China Ready for Discussions if Japan Admits Dispute‟ 

China has said that it is ready to talk to Japan over an increasingly heated maritime 
row, but only if Tokyo declares the islands to be disputed. Foreign Minister Wang Yi 
had faced questions about ties with the US ally during a visit to Washington, where 
he called for mutual respect in relations between the United States and a growing 
China.  

Wang laid blame for tensions on Japan, which in September 2012 nationalised the 
islands, known as the Senkakus in Japanese and as the Diaoyus in Chinese. ―In 
spite of this, we are still ready to sit down and have a dialogue with the Japanese to 
work out jointly a way to manage the current situation,‖ Wang said at the Brookings 
Institution. ―But first, Japan needs to recognise that there is such a dispute. The 
whole world knows that there is a dispute,‖ he added. 

―I believe there will be a day when the Japanese come back to the table of dialogue.‖ 
Japan contends that China has no historical basis to claim the islands and charges 
that Beijing is trying to stake a claim through military intimidation. Japan‘s coast 
guard had reported that two Chinese ships entered waters near the islands in the 
latest such incursion in the potentially energy rich area.  

Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, meeting briefly this month with Chinese 
President Xi Jinping on the sidelines of a G20 summit in Russia, called for an 
improvement in relations between Asia‘s two largest economies. But the 
conservative Prime Minister has also pledged a firm line on defending sovereignty 
and has moved to step up officially pacifist Japan‘s defence spending and 
cooperation with the United States. A previous Japanese government said it bought 
the islands from private owners to ward off a more provocative plan by outspoken 
nationalist Shintaro Ishihara, who then headed Tokyo‘s metropolitan government. 

Source: The Hindu, 21 September 

A MiG over the Deck: Vikramaditya Aviation Tests Passed 

The INS Vikramaditya, the Indian Navy‘s state-of-
the art aircraft carrier passed all tests and 
returned to the Sevmash shipyard from the 
testing area in the Barents Sea on September 21. 
During the 108-day trials in the White and 
Barents Seas, the INS Vikramaditya covered 
12,650 miles, enough to circumnavigate the 

http://www.globalpost.com/dispatch/news/kyodo-news-international/130921/japans-defense-minister-pitch-us-2-amphibious-aircraft
http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/news/international/maritime-row-china-ready-for-discussions-if-japan-admits-dispute/article5153076.ece
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globe. ―In less than three months, carrier-based fighters made 57 flights, including 47 
flights returning to land on the aircraft carrier. It was a major achievement that the 
fighters made 12 night takeoffs and landings, something that Russian carrier aircraft 
had not done since 1999,‖ the shipbuilder‘s press service told RIR. In other words, 
naval pilots and their training specialists from Russian Aircraft Corporation MiG and 
the State Flight Test Centre managed to revive and master some of the essential 
flight skills using the ―customer‘s hardware.‖ 

The Indian Navy observation group and the Indian crew led by Commodore Suraj 
Berry witnessed the true capabilities of the ―floating airfield‖ that will soon be handed 
over to the Indian Navy. According to eyewitnesses, the Russian test pilots landed 
the fighters perfectly on the carrier at night using only onboard instruments and 
commands from the visual landing team. On July 3, the Vikramaditya, refurbished on 
behalf of the Indian Navy, sailed to the White Sea for repeat trials (after repairs on its 
steam boilers were completed). This time around, the power plant was beyond 
reproach – the ship achieved the required 29 knots while demonstrating good 
manoeuvrability. In the White Sea, the team thoroughly checked the eight boilers of 
the power plant following their overhaul —first at low and half speed and then at full 
speed, once they were sure the power unit was stable. Also in the White Sea, 
Northern Fleet aircraft made flights to check the carrier‘s electronic warfare systems. 

This was followed by joint trial missions with the Northern Fleet‘s naval aircraft at the 
Barents Sea. The MiG and the Sukhoi aircraft performed daytime and night-time 
take-offs and landings, with different sets of armaments and fuel loads. According to 
unofficial reports, both the equipment and the people operating it performed 
brilliantly. In any case, the customer‘s representatives were on hand to witness the 
action and were happy with what they saw. On the night of July 28, after getting the 
green light from the sea trials chief captain of the first rank Alexander Shevchenko, 
INS Vikramaditya reached its flank speed. The maximum speed gained by the carrier 
was 29.2 knots, above the maximum of 29 knots indicated in the technical 
specifications. 

The carrier was commanded alternately by the Russian crew commander Captain of 
the first rank Igor Ryabko and Commodore Suraj Berry. The Indian navy sailors 
(there were 875 of them on board INS Vikramaditya at the end of the trials) had their 
marine and ship practice at designated combat stations. During its return trip, on the 
White Sea, the ship once again went full steam ahead at the request of the Indian 
side, achieving 29.5 knots to meet the design specifications. According to 
Rossiyskaya Gazeta sources, the ship also went full steam in reverse at 15.2 knots. 
The commander of the Russian crew, Captain Igor Ryabko, and Indian Navy 
Commodore Suraj Berry took turns at the controls. The shipyard‘s workers are now 
preparing the ship for official delivery to the customer. A special handover ceremony 
has been scheduled for November 15. Informed sources tell RIR that the 
Vikramaditya will reach India‘s west coast by the middle of January 2014.   

Source: Russia and India Report, 21 September 
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US Navy Expands Surveillance Mission for Northrop Grumman‟s Maritime 
Unmanned Aircraft 

The US Navy will increase by 50% the monthly surveillance 
flights of a Northrop Grumman Corp.-built maritime unmanned 
demonstrator under a contract awarded on September 6. The 
contract will allow Navy commanders to keep closer tabs on 
activities in the ocean and coastal regions of the Middle East. 
Under terms of the $9.98 million award, the company will 

provide maintenance, operations and other support services to enable the Broad 
Area Maritime Surveillance Demonstration (BAMS-D) aircraft to fly 15 missions per 
month, up from nine missions per month in previous years. "The Navy planned a six-
month demonstration of the BAMS-D aircraft in 2009 to test the maritime surveillance 
capabilities of the system," said Mike Mackey, Northrop Grumman program director 
for the Triton unmanned aircraft program that includes the BAMS-D. "That 
demonstration was so successful that the service has used them for more than four 
years now." Based on the Global Hawk unmanned air system designed for land 
surveillance, the BAMS-D systems were modified to work in a maritime environment. 
In April, the aircraft surpassed 10,000 flight hours. The BAMS-D aircraft regularly fly 
missions more than 24 hours long. Flying at high altitude, they can monitor and 
gather imagery from vast areas of ocean and coastal regions. 

Source: GSN Magazine, 21 September 

Navy Chief visited Malaysia 

India and Malaysia explored ways to strengthen their military ties during the five-day 
(23-27 September) visit of Navy chief Admiral DK Joshi to Kuala Lumpur. As part of 
its 'Look East' policy, India has been increasing strategic ties with countries like 
Singapore, Japan, Vietnam, Indonesia and Malaysia. During his visit, Joshi is met 
the top Malaysian defence leadership including his counterpart Admiral Tan Sri 
Abdul Aziz Jaafar and discuss a wide range of bilateral issues on defence 
cooperation, a Navy official said. Malaysia has been a close ally of the Indian armed 
forces and the two sides have several common equipments such as the SU-30MKI 
aircraft and Scorpene submarines. The Navy chief is also visited some important 
military installations of the Malaysian armed forces. The Malaysian Navy has 
reportedly been seeking training in submarine operations from Indian personnel and 
has also evinced interest in procurement of the supersonic cruise missile BrahMos.  

Source: Business Standard, 22 September 

Indian Navy Receives First Hawk Jet Trainer 

The Indian Navy has received the first of 17 Hawk 
Advanced Jet Trainers, becoming the third naval 
operator of the Hawk along with the US Navy and 
the Royal Navy. The 17 Hawk aircraft ordered by 
the Indian Navy form part of a contract for 57 
aircraft signed in 2010 of which 40 are for the 
Indian Air Force. Among its 18 customers 

http://www.gsnmagazine.com/node/33277?c=video_surveillance_cctv
http://www.business-standard.com/article/pti-stories/navy-chief-to-visit-malaysia-113092200583_1.html
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worldwide, India is the largest operator of the Hawk Advanced Jet Trainer with 123 
aircraft ordered to date, of which over 70 have been delivered to the Indian Air 
Force. Hawk trainers already in service with the Indian Air Force are performing well. 
Adding to the Indian Navy‘s fleet of aircraft, the Hawk provides the ideal platform for 
pilots to transition smoothly to the Navy‘s frontline aircraft. Hawk effectively 
integrates air and ground based elements offering the most efficient and cost-
effective method of training pilots. 

Source: The Hindu, 23 September 

Rosoboronexport Presented Maritime Capabilities at India's First Naval Expo 

Rosoboronexport participated in NAMEXPO 2013, India‘s premiere international 
naval & maritime exposition and conference from 23 to 27 September 2013. Among 
the models having high potential in the Indian market are the Project 11356 frigates, 
which have long been successfully operated by the Indian Navy, Amur-1650 diesel-
electric submarine and a variety of naval weapon systems. At the NAMEXPO 2013, 
Russia is also planning to discuss concrete steps to deepen cooperation with India‘s 
state and private manufacturers of naval equipment. In particular, the joint design 
and construction of new ships is one of the most promising areas of cooperation. 
―We work closely with our Indian partners in the naval area and hope that the new 
specialised exhibition will be a good platform to showcase our capabilities. Today, 
India has set ambitious goals to strengthen the national naval forces and Russia, as 
its strategic ally, is ready to comprehensively cooperate to effectively implement 
these plans,‖ – said Rosoboronexport Deputy Director General Viktor Komardin who 
leads the Company‘s delegation at the exhibition. 

Source: Defence World, 23 September 

Chinese Query on INS Vikrant Raises Many an Eyebrow 

A reported attempt by Chinese media to access visuals and information on INS 
Vikrant, India‘s first Indigenous Aircraft Carrier which was launched here this August, 
has raised security concerns. On the eve of the opening of NAMEXPO 2013, the 
five-day Naval and Maritime Expo to be held on the Cochin Port Trust premises, the 
report has raised many an eyebrow. According to reports, on August 11 - the day 
before Indigenous Aircraft Carrier INS Vikrant was launched at the Cochin Port Trust 
by Defence Minister A K Antony - a media reporter and a Naval official received 
phone calls from a person claiming to be the representative of a Chinese 
government-run News channel. The caller sought the ‗video footage of whatever had 
been shot of the ship‘ by the correspondent. The caller also claimed that it was an 
official from the Indian Navy who provided him with the correspondent‘s number. The 
media reporter then cross-checked it with the said Naval official, who immediately 
denied of any such development. 

A few minutes ago the naval official also received a similar call from the same 
person, seeking access to the vessel. However the request was declined, the reports 
said adding that the Indian Navy‘s Public Relations Officer has confirmed of 
receiving these calls. It has been pointed out that the phone calls could have been 
part of an attempt to collect detailed information on INS Vikrant. Meanwhile the 

http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/news/indian-navy-receives-first-hawk-jet-trainer/article5160174.ece
http://www.defenseworld.net/news/9114/Rosoboronexport_To_Present_Maritime_Capabilities_At_India_s_First_Naval_Expo#.UknHJIbIsUE
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Southern Naval Command declined to comment on the issue. The SNC however 
confirmed that an international media channel had sought permission to cover the 
event the previous night. ―The request was duly sent to the PRO (Navy). However, 
they could not be accommodated as obtaining clearances was not possible at such a 
short notice,‖ said an official spokesperson. 

Source: The New Indian Express, 23 September 

HAL Delivers Home-Made 'Hawk' to Indian Navy 

The first home-made Hawk Mk 132 aircraft by Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) 
was handed over to the Indian Navy. "We built this aircraft in time and this is the first 
of the five aircraft to be delivered to the Indian Navy. The remaining four will be 
delivered soon," said HAL Chairman R K Tyagi, who handed over the related 
documents to Vice Admiral PK Chatterjee, Deputy Chief of Naval Staff. Tyagi said it 
is matter of pride that all the training aircraft of the Indian Navy have been supplied 
by HAL. "We are carrying forward this legacy and will ensure that Navy gets all the 
support from HAL on all parameters," he added. Hawk Mk 132 is the latest entry into 
HAL-made and maintained aircraft and helicopters of Indian Navy which include 
Kiran and Do-228 aircraft, Advanced Light Helicopter (ALH), Chetak and Cheetah 
helicopters, according to a statement of the Bangalore-headquartered defence PSU.  

In addition, HAL has also supported Navy in upgrade of Sea Harrier. Vice Admiral 
Chatterjee said the Navy has long standing unique partnership with HAL. "We will 
continue to work shoulder to shoulder for all our current and future programmes. 
Hawk delivered will have a pride of place in Navy's fleet. Given the fruitful 
association with HAL, we will even think of reviving past projects," the statement 
quoted him as saying. Against the contract for supplying 17 Hawk aircraft, HAL plans 
to deliver five aircraft in the current fiscal and balance in next three years. The Hawk 
Advanced Jet Trainer is a dual seat multi-purpose aircraft powered by a single Rolls 
Royce Adour Mk.871 engine. The Hawk AJT is primarily used for basic, advanced 
and weapons training of the pilots. However, the aircraft has the capabilities to be 
used as a ground attack aircraft or for air defence. 

Source: Business Standard, 23 September 

„Russia Ready to Help India in Achieving Self-Reliance‟ 

India‘s marked emphasis on self-reliance in defence as 
enunciated in the latest edition of the Defence Procurement 
Procedure (DPP-2013) will not hamper the long-standing 
defence ties with Russia, says Victor M. Komardin, Deputy 
Director General of Russian defence export agency 
Rosoboronexport. In a conversation with The Hindu on the 
sidelines of the Naval and Maritime Expo here, Mr. 
Komardin said Russia was ‗capable and willing‘ to extend all 
support to India in fulfilling its goal of self-reliance. ―Of the 
47 ships under construction for the Indian Navy at the 
moment, the only one constructed outside the country [INS 
Vikramaditya] is done by us. We‘ve just done three frigates 

http://newindianexpress.com/states/kerala/Chinese-query-on-INS-Vikrant-raises-many-an-eyebrow/2013/09/23/article1798447.ece
http://www.business-standard.com/article/pti-stories/hal-delivers-home-made-hawk-to-indian-navy-113092300637_1.html


Page 34 of 51 

for the Indian Navy. We are the only country that has built submarines for them …. 
After DPP-2013 was released, many private Indian shipyards came to us for 
cooperation. All that is needed now is to finalise specific, concrete projects. We are 
prepared, technically,‖ he said. 

On the sinking of the Russian-origin Kilo-class submarine INS Sindhurakshak in a 
fire accident in Mumbai last month, Mr. Komardin said the Indian side had the ‗moral 
and ethical responsibility‘ to find out what caused the accident. ―If it doesn‘t have 
anything to do with manufacture or design, we may not be interested to know.‖ The 
submarine, he said, was ‗Indian property‘ and it would be ‗improper‘ on the part of 
the Russians to demand information on the incident. ―If it is human factor, as is 
widely assumed, it answers itself,‖ he added. On the issue of another round of refit of 
the nine Kilo-class submarines left in service with the Indian Navy, he said it was for 
the users to determine if the subs needed a refit. ―We don‘t know what the condition 
of the submarines is like. Combat readiness is a state secret,‖ he quipped. 

As for the Kilo-class submarine INS Sindhukirti, which has been undergoing upgrade 
at Hindustan Shipyard for several years now, Mr. Komardin said the refit would take 
time as ―we are making something new.‖ While the submarines of the class were 
upgraded in Russia in less than two years, retrofitting them in India meant setting up 
the infrastructure, imparting critical skills, transferring technology and the like, which 
took considerable time, he maintained. On India‘s upcoming bid for the second line 
of conventional submarines under Project 75-I, he said Russia was in a position to 
ensure fast delivery of its Amur-class, if bought off-the-shelf. If you wanted to 
integrate something like the BrahMos cruise missile or the underdevelopment air 
independent propulsion, it was also possible. It would then take time to get 
operational. It was for the Indian side to take a call on this, he said. 

Source: The Hindu, 24 September 

Sultanate‟s Role in Anti-Piracy Effort Hailed 

The Sultanate‘s pivotal role in supporting 
the multinational campaign against piracy 
in the Gulf of Aden has been commended 
by a high-ranking Indian official. Rear 
Admiral Anil K Chawla, Flag Officer 
Commanding — Indian Navy Western 
Fleet, credited Oman‘s steadfast 
assistance to international navies engaged 
in anti-piracy operations, for the drastic 
reduction in ship attacks in this once 

piracy-prone region of the Indian Ocean. ―I would like to mention the support 
provided to our ships by the Government of Oman during their anti-piracy 
deployment in the Gulf of Aden. Indeed, I would not be wrong to state that without 
Oman‘s staunch support to all navies participating in anti-piracy operations, this 
scourge would not have been brought under control,‖ Rear Admiral Chawla stated 
during a reception held on board the visiting Indian naval ship INS Mysore at Port 
Sultan Qaboos. 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/russia-ready-to-help-india-in-achieving-selfreliance/article5161251.ece
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In attendance during the shipboard reception were a number of diplomats accredited 
to the Sultanate, as well as high-ranking officials of the Royal Navy of Oman (RNO), 
Ministry of Defence and Ministry of Foreign Affairs.  Indian Ambassador to the 
Sultanate J S Mukul, accompanied by senior officials of the Indian Embassy, was 
also present. INS Mysore, flagship of the Indian Navy‘s Western Navy, arrived in the 
Sultanate at the weekend at the start of a roughly weeklong goodwill visit, the 
highlight of which is a joint naval exercise with assets of the RNO. The destroyer is 
joined by three other naval ships of the Western Fleet — INS Tarkash, INS Tabar 
and INS Aditya. Addressing the distinguished gathering, Rear Admiral Chawla also 
paid tribute to the longstanding friendship between Oman and India, which has today 
been transformed into a ―strategic partnership‖, he said. 

This historical relationship, he said, has its origins in ancient maritime interactions 
between the two countries through which spices, dates, pearls and other goods and 
people moved between the two countries. This trade, he noted, was moved through 
dhows, wood for which was sourced from India, with construction expertise being 
shared by both the seafaring communities. ―Even today, there is a great similarity 
between the dhows still operated by India seafarers and those operated from Oman 
and other Gulf countries.  Today, of course, the trade of yesteryears has been 
supplemented by oil, natural gas and other goods and has grown steadily to become 
a significant factor in our bilateral relations. What I would like to underscore is that 
maritime interaction continues to be a major underlying factor in Indo-Omani bilateral 
relations,‖ he stated. 

Rear Admiral Chawla also praised the ―uniquely close relationship‖ between the 
Royal Navy of Oman and the Indian Navy.  ―Our bilateral interactions today 
encompass a variety of issues, to include training, combined exercises, exchange 
visits of ships, support for operational turnaround of Indian naval ships, hydrographic 
assistance, technical support, high level exchanges, etc.‖ He further added: ―Our port 
call here has also afforded us an opportunity to witness the many natural splendours 
and natural heritage of Oman, renew our acquaintance with old friends and 
demonstrate India‘s commitment to peace and stability in this strategic region.‖   

Source: Oman Observer, 24 September 

SLN and IN Joint Staff Level Talks at Colombo 

The joint staff level talks between the 
Sri Lanka and Indian Navies began 
at the Navy Headquarters and will 
continue till 26th September 2013. A 
wide range of issues of bilateral 
importance will be discussed with a 
view to strengthen the friendly ties 
between the Navies of the two 
neighbouring countries. The three 
member Indian Navy delegation is 
led by Rear Admiral Monty Khanna, 
the Assistant Chief of Naval Staff 

(Foreign Cooperation and Intelligence) of the Indian Navy. On arrival, the head of the 

http://main.omanobserver.om/?p=16316
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Indian delegation made a courtesy call on the Commander of the Sri Lanka Navy, 
Vice Admiral Jayanath Colombage. The Sri Lankan Navy delegation of seven 
members is led by Rear Admiral NBJ Rosayro, the Director General Operations of 
the Sri Lanka Navy. Delegates will focus on operational, Intelligence, training and 
miscellaneous as well as medical and dental matters concerning the two Navies. 
They will also share views on preventive measures to curb potential threats of drug 
trafficking, arms and human smuggling in the Palk Bay and the Palk Straits to 
enhance maritime security. 

Source: Sri Lanka Navy, 24 September 

Russia Offers One-Year Guarantee for Aircraft-Carrier 

INS Vikramaditya (Admiral Gorshkov), the $2.33 billion Russia-built aircraft carrier 
which will be delivered to Indian Navy on November 15 after a delay of nearly five 
years, will only have a one-year guarantee. Victor M. Komardin, Deputy Director-
General of Rosoboronexport, Russia‘s state-owned arms exporter, told media 
persons here that during the guarantee period, a team of Russian engineers would 
be stationed in India to take care of ―every single screw of the ship.‖ Komardin said 
the warship which would be handed over at the Sevmash shipyard near Moscow, will 
arrive in Mumbai in February. Asked about retrofitting the ship with LR-SAM (long-
range surface to air missiles) being built jointly by India and Israel, he said 
Vikramaditya was already an Indian Navy‘s asset and that the Navy was free to do 
whatever it wanted to. But it would have to conform to the Russian design 
parameters. 

Arms Supplies 

Komardin said for Russia defence co-operation and arms supplies are a part of its 
politics of friendship. ―For us, politics comes first and then comes economics,‖ he 
stressed. Though regimes had changed in Russia, politics had not. Indo-Russian 
exports and imports had been going up every year all along. Russia‘s engagement 
with Indian industry was much stronger and wider than other countries,‖ he claimed. 
He said India and Russia were ―genetically friendly‖ and that the Russian side 
wanted to carry on the current defence co-operation. He noted that though Russia 
had traditionally been India‘s largest supplier of defence requirements, India was 
now increasingly sourcing its needs outside of Russia. He said Russia appreciated 
India‘s efforts to indigenise defence production. 

Source: The Hindu, 25 September 

Taiwan Takes Delivery of 1st P-3C Anti-Submarine Aircraft 

Taiwan finally took delivery of the first of 12 P-3C submarine-hunting aircraft from the 
United States when the plane arrived at an air base in southern Taiwan from Guam. 
The aircraft was originally scheduled to arrive at the Pingtung County air base but 
the schedule was pushed back because of the formation of a tropical storm in the 
Western Pacific Ocean. A delivery ceremony was held at the air base, with Maj. Gen. 
Yuan Chi-kang, head of the Air Force's 439th Combined Wing, presiding. Air Force 
personnel sprayed water over the aircraft as it taxied down the tarmac to welcome its 

http://www.navy.lk/index.php?id=4282
http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/industry-and-economy/logistics/russia-offers-oneyear-guarantee-for-aircraftcarrier/article5168165.ece?ref=wl_industry-and-economy
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arrival in Taiwan. The P-3C was flown to Taiwan by American personnel for liability 
reasons, with Taiwanese military staff along for the flight, Air Force sources said. 

Capable of staying up in the air for 12 hours with a range of 2,800 nautical miles, the 
P-3C will help upgrade the military's anti-submarine warfare capabilities, the Air 
Force said in a statement. The US government approved the sale of the 12 P-3Cs 
with T-56 turboprop engines and related equipment and services, a package valued 
at US$1.96 billion, in 2007. The last of the P-3Cs is scheduled to be delivered by the 
end of 2015. The aircraft is said to be the most capable of Lockheed's P-3 family of 
submarine-detecting aircraft. In addition to detecting ships on and below the surface, 
the P-3C also has powerful anti-ship and anti-submarine attack capabilities, the Air 
Force statement said. Noting that anti-submarine warfare plays a key role in 
safeguarding Taiwan Strait security, the statement said the P-3C fleet will help 
Taiwan better protect navigation safety and give Taiwan a naval edge with its highly 
advanced reconnaissance, surveillance and communications systems. 

Source: Global Security, 25 September 

Lada Submarines: Made to Defend and Win 

The Lada class diesel-electric 
submarines are designed for anti-
submarine warfare and anti-surface 
warfare, defence of naval bases and 
sea lanes, as well as for 
reconnaissance. The Rubin bureau is 
willing to modify the export version‘s 
basic design to meet the 
requirements of the Indian Navy. Yury 
Dolgoruky, the lead ship of Project 
955‘s borey class is already in the 
Russian Navy, and the serial ships 
Alexander Nevsky and Vladimir 

Monomakh are scheduled for delivery at the end of the year. The Russian Navy, 
however, also needs a certain number of other ships of various classes, including 
non-nuclear submarines. Within the framework of the state armament program, there 
are plans to build twenty diesel-electric submarines by the year 2020. Six of them will 
are Varshavyanka Projects 636.3 vessels and the remaining 14 are the modified 
Lada Project 677 ships. 

The fourth generation submarine Lada, developed by the Rubin Design Bureau is 
the embodiment of the vast experience gained from the development and 
improvement of the second and third generation submarines, which have become 
best-sellers in the global naval armament market. The design and capabilities of the 
non-nuclear ships allow them to be used both in coastal and offshore waters, 
including the Baltic and the Black Sea. The Lada submarines are not only able to 
defend the naval base and the coast, but also to explore and destroy the enemy‘s 
submarines and surface ships. 

http://www.globalsecurity.org/wmd/library/news/taiwan/2013/taiwan-130925-cna01.htm?_m=3n%2e002a%2e917%2ebu0ao017zf%2eu71
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Foreign countries are showing an increased level of attention to the Rubin-designed 
boats. There was great interest in the LIMA 2013 exhibition in Malaysia, which 
traditionally brings together representatives of many countries in the Asia-Pacific 
region. The region is expected to account for more than half the sales of non-nuclear 
submarines in 2030. This is largely due to the fact that the Lada and its export 
modifications Amur have a significant advantage over their European competitors - 
they are able to deliver volley missile strikes. A fully automatic rocket has been 
applied on the Lada – a torpedo complex with an unprecedented striking power for a 
ship with such displacement. Lada vessels are single-hulled, with minimal 
displacement allowing for reduced noise signature and improved propulsion quality. 
The class marks the first usage of the Russian navy of a mono-hull design since the 
1940s. According to chief designer Igor Molchanov, the Lada‘s design greatly 
reduces its displacement, requires less metal, which entails a lower production cost, 
and also improves the acoustic performance and makes the submarine less 
noticeable. 

Molchanov says the fourth generation submarine has a number of fundamental 
differences from vessels of the third generation. First of all, the new submarine has a 
more powerful missile-torpedo armament.  While cruise missiles can only be used 
from two torpedo tubes on the Varshavyanka, on the larger export-version of the 
Lada, the Amur-1650, cruise missiles can be used from all from all six tubes.  In 
addition, the Amur-1650 features a low intrinsic noise level. Finally, compared to the 
Varshavyanka, the Amur-1650 has a greater cruising range in the underwater 
economic mode. The vessel has a general service life of at least 25 years. The Lada 
also has the Lira, a modern sonar complex with antenna systems, which in their 
surface area equate to those used on nuclear submarines. The ship‘s vital functions 
provide a comprehensive automated system for controlling the Lithium combat and 
technical equipment – it manages its energy, as well as all the functions associated 
with combat weapons. 

The Lada class vessels also have tremendous potential for further upgradation, 
especially when it comes to its electronic equipment. The project has satisfied the 
necessary condition of providing an open architecture for upgrading electronic 
systems. The Rubin Design Bureau is also willing to modify its new vessel‘s basic 
design to suit customer-specific requirements. Potential buyers like India have taken 
a keen interest in submarines with air-independent propulsion. The bureau is looking 
to manufacture an appropriate version of the Amur-1650 that would satisfy the 
requirements of the Indian Navy.  India is on the lookout for a submarine that would 
allow hydrogen to be produced directly on the boat by reforming diesel. 

Source: Russia and India Report, 27 September 

Kerry Urges ASEAN, China to Resolve South China Sea Dispute without Force 

US Secretary of State John Kerry says China and Southeast Asian nations should 
resolve territorial disputes in the South China Sea without threats or force. The US is 
making an effort to work more closely with Indonesia to help mediate those rival 
maritime claims. Southeast Asia is home to some of the world‘s busiest ports and 
most critical sea lanes, so stability there matters deeply to prosperity abroad, says 
Kerry. ―It matters around the worlds‖ he said. ―That‘s one of the reasons why the 

http://indrus.in/economics/2013/09/27/lada_submarines_made_to_defend_and_win_29721.html
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United States is so committed to maritime security, to the freedom of navigation on 
the seas, and to resolving the disputes with respect to territory and achieving a code 
of conduct with respect to that.‖ 

A code of conduct is critical to unimpeded lawful commerce, Kerry told a meeting of 
foreign ministers from the Association of Southeast Asian Nations, or ASEAN. 
―That‘s why China and ASEAN should move as swiftly as possible to reach a binding 
code of conduct for addressing disputes without threats, without coercion, and 
without use of force,‖ he said. China is facing competing claims in the South China 
Sea from the Philippines, Malaysia, Vietnam, Brunei, and Taiwan. But the disputes 
affect different ASEAN members differently, diluting the urgency of a code of 
conduct, says Asia analyst Michael Auslin. ―You don‘t have unanimity on the part of 
ASEAN behind the scenes to say this is our top-drawer issue,‖ he said. ―There are 
some who think it‘s crucial. And there are others who say it‘s not as important, and 
so the longer it drags out, the easier it is for us to avoid a day of reckoning with 
China.‖ 

As part of its so-called ―Asia Pivot,‖ the United States is boosting military and 
commercial activity, which contributes to stability, says Burmese Foreign Minister 
Wunna Maung Lwin. ―We appreciate very much the United States government on a 
strong, secure, and prosperous Southeast Asia.‖ Lwin said. ―The positive stance of 
the United States has promoted peace, stability, and prosperity.‖ As part of talks on 
the side-lines of the United Nations General Assembly, Kerry met with Foreign 
Minister Marty Natalegawa of Indonesia. Jakarta is central to resolving South China 
Sea disputes, says Auslin. 

―From the eastern Indian Ocean to the Western Pacific, you don‘t get more 
strategically positioned than that in terms of the sets of concerns that it has to deal 
with,‖ he said. ―Whether it‘s piracy, whether it‘s proliferation, narcotics trafficking, the 
rise of the Chinese navy and military or the like, Indonesia is the centrally located 
country.‖ Washington is selling Jakarta eight Apache attack helicopters for $500 
million, an upgrade that Indonesia says reflects greater military investments across 
the region. 

The Philippines is modernising its navy and has one of the most contentious 
maritime claims with China, making Indonesia‘s involvement all the more important, 
says Auslin. ―There are deep divisions within ASEAN. The view of the Philippines, for 
example, over territorial issues is very different from Indonesia,‖ he said. ―And the 
reason Indonesia can play a broker‘s role is because they don‘t have any of the 
territorial disputes with China.‖ The Philippines is taking its case against China to the 
UN Convention on the Law of the Sea. But Beijing is rejecting Manila‘s push for 
international arbitration. 

Source: Eurasia Review, 30 September 

Fire Mishap at India's Sole Aircraft Carrier INS Viraat 

A fire mishap took place on the India's lone aircraft carrier INS Viraat off the coast of 
Mumbai. However, no one was reported injured in the incident. The Indian Navy 

http://www.eurasiareview.com/30092013-kerry-urges-asean-china-resolve-south-china-sea-dispute-without-force/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+eurasiareview%2FVsnE+%28Eurasia+Review%29
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confirmed the incident and said that it was a minor fire mishap that was caused in 
the aircraft's air conditioning system.  

The sole aircraft carrier of the country has completed 26 years of its service with the 
Indian Navy. The ship underwent last major modernisation and life enhancement refit 
in 2008-09, which gave it a life extension of a few more years. Born in November 
1959 as HMS Hermes, INS Viraat is also one of the longest serving aircraft carriers 
in the history of naval operations anywhere in the world. Last month, submarine INS 
Sindhurakshak suffered heavy casualties after series of explosions killed 18 
members of its crew and partially submerged the ship. 

Source: Zee News, 30 September 

India Navy Satellite Monitors Indian Ocean and Strait of Malacca 

India is expanding its blue-water ambitions by 
launching its first satellite for exclusive use by 
the military. Dedicated to meeting the needs of 
an expanding Indian Navy, the indigenous 
satellite named GSAT-7 has advanced multi-
band communication capability and will monitor 
more than 70 percent of the Indian Ocean. 
Aided by the European consortium‘s 
Arianespace, the satellite launched on board an 
Ariane 5 rocket fired from Arianespace‘s 

spaceport in Kourou, French Guiana, on Aug. 30. Plans call for launching a second 
satellite. Immediately after the launch, the Indian Space Research Organisation 
[ISRO] took control of the 2.6 tonne [2.9-ton] satellite. IRSO‘s Master Control Facility 
at Hassan, about 150 kilometres [93 miles] from Bangalore, in the southern state of 
Karnataka, placed the satellite in orbit. The new satellite is carrying communication 
transponders in UHF, S, C and Ku bands that will be switched on gradually. The 
Indian Navy will get operational control of the satellite by the end of September and 
shift some of its operations onto the transponders. The four transponders will 
improve the maritime communications among the Indian Navy‘s warships, which are 
increasingly performing longer patrol duties protecting the sea lines of 
communications [SLOC‘s]. 

The Indian Navy has depended upon a mix of foreign satellites such as Inmarsat [a 
global mobile satellite communications services provider] and the availability of 
transponders on India‘s other satellites for its communication needs at sea. The 
ISRO‘s existing space-based communication capabilities are spread across nine 
operational Indian satellites that provide about 195 transponders to relay signals. 
These signals are shared for a variety of operations including direct home TV relay 
and telephone service, as well as wider public applications including tele-education, 
tele-medicine and disaster management. The full spectrum is not available to the 
Navy, Air Force or Army. The new satellite will provide dedicated transponders 
enabling the Navy to provide a better and comprehensive picture to its commanders 
as they sail toward targets. The satellite will enable seamless communication among 
naval command centres and the Navy‘s ships and surveillance planes. India‘s stated 
areas of interest stretch from the Strait of Hormuz lying west of the country to the 

http://zeenews.india.com/news/nation/fire-mishap-at-india-s-sole-aircraft-carrier-ins-viraat_880248.html
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Strait of Malacca lying to the east. The busiest of SLOC‘s pass through this area. 
India has assumed the role of the primary defence power in the Indian Ocean, and 
with 150 surface combatants and planes, the military‘s needs are growing. 

Satellite improves Indian Ocean security 

The Indian Navy has named the GSAT-7 ―Rukmini‖ [a name for the principal wife 
and queen of the Hindu God Krishna]. Space-based communications and 
intelligence-gathering over a wide oceanic region is one of the stated objectives of 
the Indian Navy‘s modernisation plan. The satellite will give an integrated platform 
picture, enabling the Navy to overcome the limitations from line-of-sight and 
ionospheric effects that have hampered space-based communications. ―The multi-
band communication satellite will help keep an eye on the Indian Ocean Region 
[IOR] spread across 2,000 nautical miles of an area. It would provide real-time inputs 
to Indian Navy Ships, Submarines and Aircraft,‖ the Navy said. In addition to the 
naval application, the Army also will get vital inputs about over-the-land movements. 

The satellite is essentially a geo-stationary communication satellite possessing real-
time input capability to the units at sea and on shore. With the help of the shore-
based operational centres, ―It will keep an eye over both Arabian Sea and Bay of 
Bengal. It will also cover an area spread from Persian Gulf to Malacca Strait and will 
thus cover an area equivalent to almost 70 percent of the IOR,‖ the Indian Navy said. 
To monitor matters, the Indian Navy appointed Rear Admiral Kishan K Pandey as 
the assistant chief of Navy staff for communications, space and network-centric 
operations – a new post. His appointment puts in place a structure to manage the 
output of the satellite to enable network-centric operations. The ISRO says the 
satellite has a life of nine years. 

India turns to European Consortium 

With a stated goal of sending a mission to Mars and having successfully completed a 
mission to the moon in 2008, India lacks the technology to send heavier satellites 
into space. Therefore, it opted to use Arianespace‘s facility. The launch of the latest 
satellite cost India $30 million USD, while the launch onboard the Ariane-5 heavy 
rocket cost another $70 million USD. The ISRO has established itself putting smaller 
satellites in space. Its Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle [PSLV] has had 23 consecutive 
successful launches and has put 63 satellites in precise orbits [23 Indian and 35 
foreign satellites]. But ISRO‘s attempts to improve communications satellites have 
failed. Attempts to build a cryogenic stage launch of its own also have failed. The 
latest attempt on Aug. 19 was called off just two hours before launch following a 
suspected fuel leak. 

ISRO Chairman K Radhakrishnan explained to the media shortly after the launch 
was halted what went wrong: ―We were planning the launch of the Geosynchronous 
Satellite Launch Vehicle [GSLV] with the Indian cryogenic stage. The countdown 
progressed well, but we observed a leak in the fuel system of the second stage of 
the vehicle. And because of this we are calling off the launch.‖ ―We need to look into 
the matter and then make an assessment. We will announce the new date after the 
assessment is over,‖ Radhakrishnan said. Similar attempted satellite launches have 
failed. The ISRO‘s previous flight-test of the indigenous cryogenic stage failed in 
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April 2010. Another flight with a Russian cryogenic stage also ended in a failure in 
December 2010. 

Source: Indian Defence Research Wing, 30 September 

 

Kerala Maritime Board on Gujarat Model Mooted 

The state government has submitted a proposal to the Centre for setting up a Kerala 
Maritime Board (KMB) which will initiate all port-related activities and maritime cargo 
business in the state. The proposed KMB will come up at Maradu in Kochi with an 
initial investment of Rs 20 crore and will look at all possible avenues for port-related 
activities. The board will also initiate state-of- the-art maritime services, and more 
importantly, monitor maritime and ecological issues on a regular basis along the 580-
km-long Kerala coast. 

"We are looking at Gujarat Maritime Board as a model for strategising future 
maritime business in the state. Gujarat has been able to productively boost its 
maritime trade along its 1,600-km- long coastline,'' Jacob Thomas, director of ports, 
told. During 2012-13, non-major ports in Gujarat handled about 287.81 million tonnes 
of cargo compared to 259 million tonnes handled during the previous year, an 
increase of 11.11% in maritime cargo business. Compared to this, the coastline of 
Kerala remains relatively untapped, though there are 17 intermediate and minor 
ports operating in Kerala. "We are right now focusing on developing seven ports -- 
Vizhinjam, Thankasserry, Alappuzha, Munambam, Ponnani, Beypore and Azhikkal. 
But this would require substantial investment. Budgetary resources of the state 
government are largely used for social infrastructure leaving inadequate resources 
for large new initiatives like ports,'' a port official said. 

The KMB will look at maximising coastal benefits for the state and capturing 
maximum traffic that is currently being diverted to neighbouring ports in other states. 
"We need to promote maritime cargo transport business along our network of inland 
waterways and improve jetty and terminal services. This can be done by introducing 
Ro-Ro services wherein the cargo can be transported directly from the port to the 
connecting rail network,'' the official said. The government will focus on developing 
green ports considering the eco-fragile nature of the coast with minimal impact on 
tourism-related activity, which is already a major revenue earner for the state. "The 
proposed board will also look at ecological issues while opening up the coastline for 
maritime activities,'' an official said. 

Source: The Times of India, 20 September 

Gujarat Maritime Board to Modernise Its Ports 

State's ports regular Gujarat Maritime Board (GMB) has planning to modernize its 
own ports. The port and transport department has recently formed two high-level 
committees, one for preparing a draft plan for modernisation of GMB-owned ports 
and another for planning the optimum utilisation of sea and inland water transport in 

http://idrw.org/?p=27376
http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/2013-09-20/thiruvananthapuram/42251774_1_maritime-trade-maritime-activities-gujarat-maritime-board
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the state. Ports like Okha, Navlakhi and Magdalla, which handle a major chunk of 
cargo of the state-owned ports, are in dying need for modernisation. Navlakhi and 
Magdalla are crucial ports for handling coal cargo. 

In 2006-07 traffic managed at GMB ports was 103.67 lakh tonnes which increased 
mere 151.25 lakh tones. In 2011-12 while during the same period traffic from private 
ports in state increased to 315.58 lakh tonnes to 916.95 lakh tonnes. Additional chief 
secretary, ports and transport department, H K Dash said, "To meet the growing 
needs of port sector, we needs to modernise state owned ports to increase the 
activities. We faced closure at Navlakhi port due to environmental issues so we have 
decided to sort out all such issues and have detailed port-wise short, medium and 
long-term development plans. All the ports officials have been instructed to come out 
with detailed development plans which will cover all issues like business growth, 
environment protection, safety etc." 

"We have also formed another committee to chalk out a detailed plan on non-cargo 
transport development plan on our coast which will focus on projects like Ro-Ro ferry 
service, cruise service, inland water transport and coastal shipping and other such 
activities", he added. 

Source: The Times of India, 21 September 

Shipping Ministry Confident to Award Rs 26K Cr Projects this Fiscal 

In a bid to augment domestic port 
infrastructure, Shipping Ministry is set to 
award as many as 30 projects this fiscal, 
entailing Rs 26,000 crore investments, an 
official said. "Having awarded a record 
number of 32 projects worth Rs 6,766 crore 
in 2012-13 to add 136 million tonne capacity 
to major ports, we are confident to award 
another 30 projects this fiscal," a Shipping 
Ministry official told PTI.  

These projects are designed to augment the 
capacity of 12 major ports by another 288 MT, taking it to over 1,000 MT by March 
31, the official said. The major ports capacity was recorded at 747.51 MT by the end 
of the last fiscal. India at present has 12 Major ports - Kolkata-Halida, Paradip, 
Visakhapatnam, Ennore, Chennai, V O Chidambaranar (formerly Tuticorin), Cochin, 
New Mangalore, Mormugao, Mumbai, Jawaharlal Nehru and Kandla. Of the 30 
projects earmarked for the current fiscal, the official said that 19 schemes would be 
taken under public private partnership mode. 

The projects awarded last fiscal included Rs 1,700 crore scheme for construction of 
berths and container terminal for handling cement and up-gradation of mechanical 
handling infrastructure, part of outer harbour project at VO Chidambaranar port. 
Shipping Minister GK Vasan earlier this month had requested the VOC port authority 
and the concessionaires to complete all these projects on time in order to achieve 
the port's declared target of attaining of 85 MT capacities by the year 2015-16. Outer 

http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/2013-09-21/rajkot/42271839_1_private-ports-state-owned-ports-gujarat-maritime-board
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Harbour Project was announced in the Budget at an estimated cost of Rs 7,500 
crore to be taken up in phases for completion by 2021.  

In the phase-I of the project, five berths are proposed to be constructed at an 
estimated cost of Rs 5,421 crore, resulting in capacity addition of 43.30 MT per 
annum. With the completion of this project VOC Port will move closer to fulfilling its 
goal of becoming a hub port. The capacity augmentation plans assume significance 
in view of major ports declining cargo. Cargo traffic at 12 major ports in the country 
had declined by 2.58% at 545.68 million tonnes (MT) during 2012-13. 

Source: Business Standard, 25 September 

Shipping in the ASEAN Region Remains Dynamic and Robust 

The ASEAN region holds great 
opportunities for shipping, especially 
when the global economy and the 
shipping industry as a whole still face 
uncertain times. This was the message 
delivered by Singapore Shipping 
Association Honorary Secretary Esben 
Poulsson at the start of the SSA‘s 
Shipping Conference 2013 – ―Strategies 
in Uncertain Times‖. He told delegates 
attending the conference: ―Shipping is a 
global industry and while great attention 

has been paid to global trends and the state of the US and European economies, 
one should not fail to realise the dynamism and robustness of the maritime sector in 
the South East Asian region. 

―The combined population of the ASEAN countries, which is close to 600 million 
people, is a fairly large consumer base. With increasing affluence, the region is 
expected to increase the demand of goods and services in the years ahead. Despite 
the global economic slowdown, the Asian Development Bank has projected that 
ASEAN is forecast to grow 5.2% this year and 5.6% in 2014.  These growths are 
largely dependent on trade within the ASEAN community. An essential element of 
that community is ASEAN‘s economic integration,‖ he told delegates. Mr Poulsson 
said the plan by the ASEAN region to establish an ASEAN Economic Community 
was fast taking shape and ―the phased removal of tariffs and trade barriers for goods 
and services by 2015, particularly with regard to the development of an ASEAN Free 
Trade Area (AFTA), will boost the bloc‘s appeal as a production base. ―Moreover, an 
integrated ASEAN economy would allow ASEAN to compete, both within Asia and 
on a global scale. Whilst more needs to be done, particularly with regard to 
connectivity, there are great opportunities for shipping companies in ASEAN, 
especially when the global economy and the industry as a whole still face uncertain 
times,‖ he said. 

Source: The Maritime Executive, 26 September 

 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/shipping-min-confident-to-award-rs-26-k-cr-projs-this-fiscal-113092500928_1.html
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World's Biggest Ship too big for its Own Good? 

Longer than the Eiffel 
Tower, too wide for the 
Panama Canal, and too tall 
for any port in the United 
States -- that is the Maersk's 
Triple-E class, otherwise 
known as McKinney-
Moeller, the biggest ship in 
the world. It is on its maiden 
voyage and made its port-of-
call in Singapore to deliver 
goods between Asia and 

Europe. It is one of 20 such mega-vessels the Danish shipping company has 
ordered at the equally impressive cost of US$3.7 billion. Maersk said the ship has its 
economies of scale -- the new ship consumes 35 per cent less fuel, and has 16 per 
cent more capacity than Maersk's current-largest container vessel. 182 million iPads 
or 111 million pairs of shoes -- that is how much cargo the Triple-E class ship from 
Maersk can carry in a single journey from Shanghai to Rotterdam. However the 
question is, against a landscape of declining exports and cooling freight rates as well 
as an industry that has long been plagued by overcapacity, is there room for these 
kinds of super-sized vessels? 

Freight rates on the Asia-to-Europe service -- which is the world's busiest container 
shipping route -- have plunged some 30 per cent this year, straggling below 
US$1,000 per container. Maersk acknowledges that the initial orders for the Triple-E 
ships were placed at a time when the outlook for the global shipping industry was 
somewhat rosier. The company is now relying on a cargo-sharing scheme with two 
of its European rivals to cut costs and consolidate vessels. Thomas Knudsen, CEO 
of Maersk Line (Asia Pacific), said: "It's very easy to do 20/20 hindsight and say it 
was the wrong timing. I think if you look at it, we have a very strong and very broad 
network. As these ships are coming, it's going to be two more years before the last 
one is delivered and I think by 2015, they're going to fit well into our network. "We've 
also just announced an operational alliance called the P3, with the number two and 
three in the industry. If that goes through, we'll have the scale to take full advantage 
of these large ships." 

Analysts also point out that despite its huge capacity; the Triple-E ships are running 
only at around 75 to 80 per cent capacity. Suvro Sarkar, assistant vice-president of 
equity research at DBS Vickers Securities, said: "It makes sense for the liners to 
actually move up into the bigger ships, they can actually save 30-35 per cent in 
operating costs per TEU.‖  

But on the other hand, you have a very fragile demand-supply situation in the 
industry, so any additional capacity will of course even hamper the situation even 
further. For Maersk to actually fill up the ships, it's going to be a big challenge." Patrik 
Wheater, editor of Shipping World and Shipbuilder, echoed similar sentiments. He 
said: "The fact that it's not operating at full capacity tends to suggest that there isn't 
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the market out there yet for vessels of this size. That said though, ship-owners are 
ordering vessels of that size or more." 

In light of China's economic restructuring away from being the world's factory, 
Maersk is now turning to other emerging markets -- including Vietnam, Cambodia 
and, in the longer-term, Myanmar. But even with those potential hotspots, the 
outlook remains lacklustre at best. The container shipping industry saw growth rates 
of around 10 per cent before the financial crisis, with 4-5 per cent now the norm. 
Analysts see supply continuing to outweigh demand for another couple of years. 
With the holiday season now approaching, traditionally a peak period for 
manufacturing and shipping volumes, Maersk said it was not expecting to see much 
of a pick-up and that the entire shipping industry needs to adjust to a new normal. 

Source: Channel News Asia, 27 September 

Piracy Warning to Shipping as Monsoon Season Subsides  

The International Maritime Bureau (IMB) has issued a warning to shipping about the 
potential for a rise in piracy off the eastern coast of Africa as the monsoon season 
subsides. The IMB, part of the International Chamber of Commerce Commercial 
Crime Services, said conditions would ―become conducive to the operation of small 
pirate skiffs‖ and masters of ships should remain vigilant and follow anti-piracy 
protocols. The warning comes as figures show a drop in the number of piracy 
incidents, with 138 taking place worldwide in the first half of the year compared with 
177 in the same period of 2012. Covering the same periods there was a reduction in 
hijackings from 20 to seven, while the number of sailors taken hostage fell from 334 
to 127. The IMB attributes the drop to the actions of naval vessels and on-board 
security teams, and the presence of a stable government in Mogadishu, Somalia. 

Pottengal Mukundan, director of the IMB, said: ―Naval forces continue to play a key 
role in the response against piracy in this area from the collection of intelligence to 
the identification and disarming of suspected pirate vessels before they pose a threat 
to ships. It is vital they remain until the situation improves ashore so that piracy is no 
longer a viable option for the criminals. ―Although the attacks off Somalia have fallen 
we should not forget the desperate plight of the 64 crew currently held in Somalia, 38 
of whom have been there for over two years.‖ But there has been a rise in piracy and 
armed robbery in the Gulf of Guinea, with 31 incidents taking place in the first half of 
2013, including four hijackings and one killing. Attacks off Nigeria accounted for 22 of 
the incidents. ―There has been a worrying trend in the kidnapping of crew from 
vessels well outside the territorial limits of coastal states in the Gulf of Guinea,‖ said 
Mukundan. In June the heads of West and Central African countries signed the Code 
of Conduct Concerning the Repression of Piracy, Armed Robbery against Ships, and 
Illicit Maritime Activity in West and Central Africa. 

Source: Supply Management, 29 September 
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Shipping Company to Pay for Hawaii Molasses Spill Clean-up. 

The chief executive of the transit company 
responsible for spilling 1,400 tons of molasses in 
Hawaii waters says the company will fully pay for 
clean-up and other costs without passing them on to 
taxpayers or customers. Matson Navigation Co. 
CEO Matt Cox said that he is sorry for the spill, and 
the company won‘t ship molasses until it‘s confident 
a similar spill will not occur. Cox spoke after taking a 

boat tour of the harbour and nearby waters with state officials, lawmakers and 
reporters. State officials say they have collected about 25,000 dead fish and other 
animals from surrounding waters since the Sept. 9 spill. The spill happened in 
Honolulu Harbour in an industrial area about 5 miles west of Waikiki. 

Source: The Washington Post, 16 September 

Troubling Arctic Shipping Boom 

Anyone doubting that the Arctic is warming need only look at the figures that track 
growing commercial ship traffic across the Arctic Ocean from Asia to Europe and 
back — a trend that could unfortunately accelerate climate change. Last year 46 
ships made the Northern Route passage that hugs the Russian Arctic shore, up from 
a handful in 2010. This year, reports the Financial Times, Russia have granted 
permission for nearly 400 vessels to make the passage. Along with a number of oil 
tankers, one of the latest vessels to make the trip from Asia to Rotterdam via the 
Northern Route was the Chinese cargo ship Yong Shen, shaving nearly two weeks 
off of its normal seven-week voyage through the Suez Canal. 

The surge in Northern Route traffic during the summer and fall months of relatively 
ice-free waters is made possible by five years of below-normal ice cover in the 
Arctic. The National Snow and Ice Data Centre, a federally supported research 
group at the University of Colorado, reports that while Arctic ice this year covers a 
larger area than it did last year, it remains below the average of the past 30 years. Of 
the two sea routes across the Arctic, the Northern Route that hugs the Russian 
shore is preferred for heavy traffic instead of the fabled Northwest Passage through 
Canadian waters. The British Navy spent much treasure and many lives trying to 
establish the passage in the 19th Century. But the Northwest Passage has also 
opened up. A number of yachts have made the summer trip in the past five years, 
and last year two yachts circumnavigated the Arctic Ocean, going east by the 
Northern Route and returning to Europe by the Northwest Passage. Yachting in the 
Arctic remains challenging. But at least it has minimal environmental impact. 

Not so the commercial use of the Northern Route. Because of the lack of an effective 
international environmental agreement reducing soot, commercial ships are free to 
burn dirty bunker oil without removing ash. The rising number of vessels using the 
Northern Route will increase the amount of soot deposited on Arctic ice. Soot from 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/business/senator-government-should-review-rules-surrounding-molasses-spill-to-prevent-more-accidents/2013/09/16/4105b600-1edc-11e3-9ad0-96244100e647_story.html
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burning coal and wood, especially in Asian countries lacking modern pollution 
controls, already contributes to the Arctic ice melt, according to NASA. Commercial 
sea traffic in the Arctic, without effective environmental controls, threatens to 
accelerate the damage. 

Source: The Post and Courier, 16 September 

French Islands under Threat from Rising Sea Levels 

By the year 2100, global warming will have caused sea levels to rise by 1 to 3 
meters. This will strongly affect islands, their flora, fauna and inhabitants. A team of 
researchers from the Ecologie, systématique et évolution (CNRS/Université Paris-
Sud) laboratory studied the impact of rising sea levels on 1,269 French islands 
throughout the world. Their model shows that between 5% and 12% of these islands 
could be totally submerged in the future. On a worldwide scale, they predict that 
about 300 endemic island species are at risk of extinction, while the habitat of 
thousands of others will be drastically reduced. This research has been published in 
the journals Global Ecology and Biogeography (August 2013) and Nature 
Conservation (September 2013). The most recent predictions of global warming 
show that sea levels will rise by between 1 and 3 meters before the end of the 
century. In some scenarios involving a catastrophic breaking-up of Greenland ice, 
sea levels are expected to rise by 6 meters. Any such increase will have serious 
consequences for the populations, flora and fauna of the coastal strip. The 
researchers at the Ecologie, systématique et évolution laboratory first concentrated 
on the effects rising sea levels would have on French islands. Throughout the world, 
2,050 French islands of more than a hectare are likely to have animal and plant 
communities. 

The scientists compared the terrain contours of 1,269 of these islands with sea level 
models, taking into account the fact that sea levels will not rise evenly over the 
Earth‘s surface because the sea is not flat: some areas of the ocean will rise higher 
than others. Results showed that, even if sea levels only rose by one meter, France 
would lose 6% of its islands (12% in the case of a 3-meter rise). French Polynesia 
and New Caledonia would be the worst affected: two thirds of the islands that would 
be submerged are in these archipelagos. There are French islands in all of the 
world‘s oceans, at all latitudes and with many different types of geology and ecology. 
Extrapolating their results to the 180,000 islands in the world, the scientists believe 
that the Earth could lose 10,000 to 20,000 islands before 2100. The researchers 
went on to look at the biodiversity loss that could result from sea-level rise, notably in 
certain biodiversity hotspots such as the Mediterranean, the Philippines and New 
Caledonia. Twenty percent of the world‘s biodiversity is found on islands, including a 
very large proportion of endemic species. 

The Philippines, Indonesia and the Caribbean are the most vulnerable areas: at least 
300 endemic species, mostly plants, are seriously threatened by rising sea levels. 
Yet even this figure is a conservative estimate, as the researchers only considered 
species whose distribution areas would be totally submerged by 2100. They did not 
include the species that would lose 70%, 80% or even 90% of their natural range, 
nor additional factors such as lateral erosion or centennial tides, which can make 
large expanses of the coastal strip inhospitable for many species. Neither did they 

http://www.postandcourier.com/article/20130916/PC1002/130919500/1021/troubling-arctic-shipping-boom&source=RSS
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include natural disasters like cyclones. This work shows how much of a threat rising 
sea levels pose to the biodiversity of island ecosystems, highlighting the necessity to 
take account of the consequences of this unstoppable process in designing policies 
for the conservation and protection of endangered species. 

Source: Eurasia Review, 17 September 

Shipping Route Shows China's Arctic Ambitions 

The maiden voyage to Europe by a Chinese merchant ship through the ―Northeast 
Passage‖ will help the world's biggest exporter speed goods to market and is a 
symbol of Beijing's strategic ambitions in the Arctic. The emerging Arctic Ocean 
shipping route north of Russia has been opened up by global warming and cuts 
thousands of kilometres — and many days — off the journey from China to its key 
European market. A vessel owned by Chinese state shipping giant COSCO left the 
north-eastern port of Dalian bound for Rotterdam in the Netherlands, on a 5,400-
kilometer (3,380-mile) voyage which state media said would take just over 30 days. 

That is up to two weeks faster than the traditional route between Asia and Europe 
through the Suez Canal, according to COSCO. ―It's potentially going to change the 
face of world trade,‖ said Sam Chambers, editor of Sino-Ship magazine. ―The 
Chinese will use the Arctic route in a very big way. It's all about having options, 
having alternatives in case of emergency,‖ he said. But China is also eyeing the 
Arctic for better access to resources to fuel the world's second largest economy, 
such as the natural gas reserves held by political ally Russia in the region. China — 
which does not border the Arctic and has no territorial claim to any of it — also 
recognises the area's potential for scientific research and its strategic value as what 
one Chinese analyst who did not want to be named called ―military high ground‖. 

The commercial shipping route is currently only open for about four months a year as 
polar ice melting as a result of global warming makes it more accessible. Three 
months ago, China gained observer status in the Arctic Council; a group of nations 
with interests in the region which is believed could hold rich mineral and energy 
resources. The council's eight full member states are Canada, Denmark, Finland, 
Iceland, Norway, Russia, Sweden and the United States. ―The opening of the new 
shipping route indicates China is participating more in Arctic Ocean affairs,‖ said 
Zhang Yongfeng, a researcher at the Shanghai International Shipping Institute. 

The European Union is China's biggest export destination with 290 billion euros 
(US$385 billion) in goods sold last year and COSCO, China's largest shipper, 
described the new service in purely commercial terms, saying it will slash shipping 
times, thus cutting costs and fuel consumption. ―The Arctic route can cut 12-15 days 
from traditional routes so the maritime industry calls it the 'Golden Waterway,'‖ 
COSCO said in announcing the journey. The company's 19,000-tonne ship Yong 
Sheng — which is carrying a mixed cargo, including heavy equipment and steel — is 
expected to pass through the Bering Strait later this month and dock in Rotterdam in 
September, it said. 

―It will change the market pattern of the global shipping industry because it will 
shorten the maritime distance significantly among the Chinese, European and North 
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American markets,‖ Dalian Maritime University professor Qi Shaobin told state 
media. But analysts said developing the route would take time — while lack of 
infrastructure raised worries over contingencies for potential emergencies. ―In the 
near term, the economic value for shipping is definitely not big,‖ said Zhang, of the 
Shanghai International Shipping Institute. ―The navigable period of the passage is 
relatively short ... while the port and pier infrastructure along the route is incomplete.‖ 

China is seeking to grow markets in Southeast Asia and Africa, so more trade might 
flow to the south, lessening the importance of the Arctic route, he added. China's 
total foreign trade volume was US$3.87 trillion last year. But some Chinese 
estimates claim that between 5 and 15% of the country's international trade could 
use the Arctic route within a mere seven years. 

Source: The China Post, 17 September 

'Whale Spotting' App Seeks to Reduce Ship Strikes 

Marine scientists looking for new ways to reduce the number of whales struck and 
killed off California's coast by massive commercial ships have turned to a familiar 
tool: mobile devices. An app called "Whale Spotter" uses crowd-sourcing to gather 
data, allowing sailors, fishermen and marine scientists who spot whales to plot their 
location on an interactive map. The maps created could then be used by National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and US Coast Guard officials to 
recommend different vessel routes. The app is the latest development in 
collaboration between shipping companies, government officials and scientists to 
reduce whale strikes. Testing begins this weekend to see how effective it will be. 
"Everybody agrees that we need to try to keep whales and ships separated 
physically to the greatest extent possible," said John Berge, vice president of the 
Pacific Merchant Shipping Association. "Right now, we know where the ships are, 
but we don't know where the whales are." 

Berge said the shipping industry supported development of the application as 
another tool in a new arsenal being created to reduce the strikes. In June, large 
vessels travelling to ports on the California coast began using new traffic lanes 
developed to move ships away from whales. In the busy ports of the San Francisco 
Bay Area, more than 7,300 large ships head through the Golden Gate each year. 
Just outside the bay, whales often swim along the continental shelf, where their food 
supply is plentiful. Several dead whales, including an endangered fin whale, 
suspected to have been killed by ship strikes have washed ashore this year in the 
Bay Area. "We are out there on our research cruises only five times a year, if we're 
lucky, so we only get three to five snapshots of where whales are, and why they are 
there," said Jaime Jahncke, director of Point Blue's California Current Research 
Group, which provides whale location data to maritime officials. 

The idea behind the app is to create a network of whale spotters off California's 
coast so the marine mammals can be tracked, in real time, as they migrate. The 
weeklong tests of the app beginning will occur in the Cordell Bank and Gulf of the 
Farallones National Marine Sanctuaries. Marine scientists working on the Farallon 
Islands off San Francisco's coast already have been inputting whale sightings from 
their unique perch, from where the westernmost shipping lanes can be seen. A big 

http://www.chinapost.com.tw/china/national-news/2013/09/17/389112/Shipping-route.htm
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hurdle for the app is that cell phone coverage at sea is spotty at best, so data may 
be delayed to a point where it's not immediately helpful. But Jahncke said the GPS 
on phones is being constantly tracked by satellite, so the phone's location can be 
determined off of that. Also, information about whale location is stored on the 
phone's hard drive, which can be uploaded back at port. Dan Howard, 
superintendent of the Cordell Bank sanctuary, was hopeful the app will make a 
difference by bridging a gap in data about whale location. "Having data on whale 
movement is key to working with the shipping industry and making informed 
management decisions," said Howard. 

Source: ABC News, 18 September 

http://abcnews.go.com/Technology/wireStory/whale-spotting-app-seeks-reduce-ship-strikes-20295116

